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“ How  pleasant  it  is 


By  lUbert  Hastings 

EULESS,  Texas  (BP)  VHow  pleasant  it  is 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.” 

That  verse.  Psalm  133:1,  in  big  letters  on  an 
outdoor  sign,  greets  visitors  to  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  where  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  President  James  T  Draper  Jr. ,  is  pastor . 

“And  1  hope  that  verse  will  set  the  tone  for 
our  annual  convention  in  Pittsburgh,”  Draper 
said  in  an  interview  in  his  office  less  than  two 
months  before  the  June  meeting. 

“I’ll  be  disappointed  if  I’m  opposed  for  a 
second  term  as  president,”  Draper  explained, 
“for  we  need  another  year  of  openness  and  for 
me  to  demonstrate  that  I  want  all  segments  of 
our  Baptist  life  to  be  heard  and  represented. 

“I’ve  made  some  mistakes  this  first  year, 
either  doing  or  saying  something  1  shouldn't. 
But  remember  —no  one  trained  me  to  be  presi¬ 


dent  Another  year  will  give  me  a  chance  to  be 
a  better  president” 

Draper  said  he  doesn’t  know  how  he  could 
have  been  more  open  to  suggestions  from  all 
quarters,  or  demonstrate  a  greater  willing¬ 
ness  to  do  what  is  right 

“I  conferred  with  the  vice-presidents,  as 
well  as  state  denominational  leadership  and 
others,  in  making  committee  appointments. 
And  I  released  them  well  in  advance  through 
Baptist  Press.  In  fact  they  would  have  been 
released  earlier,  but  I  bent  over  backwards  to 
check  out  each  nominee,  to  make  sure  of  his 
denominational  loyalty,  especially  as  re¬ 
flected  in  the  Cooperative  Program  gifts  of  the 
church  where  he  or  she  is  a  member.” 

Draper  said  he’d  hoped  the  Committee  on 
Boards  would  have  released  its  nominations  60 
days  prior  to  Pittsburgh.  “But  I  told  Charles 


i 


unity 


Stanley  of  Atlanta’s  First  Baptist  Church, 
‘Don’t  release  names  until  your  committee 
hks  verified  that  you  know  who  you’re 
nominating ,  and  that  you  can  verify  his  loyalty 
as  a  Southern  Baptist’  I  reminded  him  that 
otherwise,  the  committee’s  report  likely 
would  be  challenged.” 

In  reviewing  the  first  10  months  of  his  presi¬ 
dency,  Draper  admitted,  “I’m  tired,  but  it’s 
been  a  good  year.  I’ve  had  fantastic  support 
from  men  like  Harold  C.  Bennett,  W.  C.  Fields, 
Dan  Martin,  John  Dunaway,  and  Tim  Hed- 
quist  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee.  None 
of  these  men  gave  any  evidence  of  a  hidden 
agenda  or  efforts  to  manipulate  me. 

“And  it’s  been  a  good  year  in  our  church. 
Although  I’ve  been  away  three  to  four  days 
every  week,  the  average  weekly  attendance 
has  increased  200  persons— and  this  on  top  of  a 
285  average  weekly  increase  last  year.  Gifts 


and  baptisms  are  at  an  all  time  high,  and  each 
of  our  two  morning  services  attract  right  at 
1,800  persons.” 

Draper,  said  he  “grew  up  on  revivals"  under 
the  ministry  of  his  father,  who  died  at  age  52. 
“I  was  saved  in  a  revival  from  the  preaching  of 
C.  E.  Matthews  and,  like  him,  I’ve  majored  on 
soul-winning.  If  there’s  anything  that  bothers 
me,  its  a  theology  that  will  make  a  pastor  lose 
that  zeal  .”  < 

Draper  said  he  was  asked  almost  a  year  in 
advance  of  the  1982  convention  in  New  Orleans 
if  he  would  consider  being  nominated.  “Four 
pastors  here  in  Tarrant  County  took  me  out  to 
lunch  and  asked  if  I’d  accept  a  nomination.  I 
gave  them  a  list  of  25  persons  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  asked  if  they’d  call  and  sample  their 
opinion.  All  25  were  positive.  I  shared  this  with 
our  deacons  at  their  May  1962,  meeting.  I  told 
them  it  was  not  to  be  ‘my’  decision  but  ‘our’ 


decision.  These  deacons  then  sent  me  home 
from  that  meeting. 

“For  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  prayed  over  it. 

Then  they  gave  me  the  green  light,  assuring 
me  of  their  support.  And  they  really  have.  My 
church  has  been  fantastic,  it’s  been  a  matur-  l 
mg  experience  for  them. 

“When  I  went  to  New  Orleans  in  1982, 1  felt 
I’d  be  nominated.  I  didn’t  play  ‘surprised.’  But 
I  also  made  it  dear  that  I  was  to  be  my  own 
man,  that  I  was  ‘owned’  by  ho  one.” 

Draper,  who  makes  no  apology  for  being 
conservative,  wishes  grassroots  Baptists 
would  understand  one  thing  about  the  conser¬ 
vative  movement  in  the  denomination.  “For 
the  most  part,  conservatives  want  to  be  heard, 
to  have  a  voice,”  he  explained.  “We’re  not  out 
to  dismantle,  destroy,  or  take  over  anything.  I 
think  a  lot  of  so-called  moderates  are  redly 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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SBC  Resolutions  Committee 
holds  preliminary  meeting 


By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP) -For  the 
first  time  in  recent  history,  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  Resolutions 
Committee  met  prior  to  the  annual 
meeting  to  organize,  discuss  potential 
resolutions,  and  get  acquainted. 

Tal  Bonham,  executive  director  of 
the  State  Convention  of  Baptists  in 
Ohio,  and  chairman  of  the  resolutions 
committee,  told  Baptist  Press  after 
the  two-day  session:  “This  was  an 
orientation  meeting,  at  which  we  re¬ 
viewed  procedure  for  presenting  re¬ 
solutions  in  Pittsburgh. 


The  Baptist  institute  in  Asuncion,  Paraguay,  is  in  the  process  of  repairing  its  front 
wall.  In  the  process  it  is  doing  some  remodeling  work.  The  wall  fell  two  years  ago 
when  a  utility  repair  crew  damaged  the  foundation.  The  utility  concern  took'  no 
responsibility. 


MBCB 


Blankenship  elected; 
MSU  BSU  will  build 


-  O.  Farrell  Blankenship,  minister  of  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  has  been 

_  eJjSaMS  •*  education  for  First  Church,  Hatties-  minister  of  education  at  First  Church, 
V  mR  A  ^  burg,  was  elected  as  director  of  Groves,  Tex.  .minister  of  youth  at  Cliff 

broadcast  services  for  the  Mississippi  Temple  Church,  Dallas,  Texas;  and 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  bids  minister  of  youth  at  College  Avenue 
were  authorized  for  new  construction  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  He  was 
i  Indian  girl  who  was  living  in  and  renovation  of  the  Baptist  Student  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1973  by 
(Photos  by  Don  McGregor)  Union  Building  at  Mississippi  State  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

University  during  the  Convention  He  served  in  the  Army  Signal  Corps 
Board  Executive  Committee’s  meet-  from  1955  to  1957.  Blankenship  and  his 
ing  last  week  at  Alta  Woods  Church,  (Continued  on  page  3) 

Jackson. 

The  committee  also  approved  the  _ 

expenditure  of  $45,700  in  disaster  relief  \V  T  1  *  ■ 

funds  to  13  churches  and  associations  \w  S  II  |  ||  lXT  | 
and  nine  individuals,  approved  an  ag-  Q  ^ 

ricultural  missionary  intern  program  1 

for  the  Brotherhood  Department,  and  I  rj  y-|  o  n  yi 

authorized  a  seminary  student  intern-  LXXCI.XX&  dl  U  |J 
ship  program  for  the  Baptist  Student  X  X 

Union  at  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

The  purchase  of  a  new  press  for  the  WASHINGTON  (BP)— Plans  topre- 

Baptist  Building  print  shop  was  ap-  sent  the  nation’s  capital  as  an  alter- 
proved  at  a  cost  of  $19,257.  nate  site  for  the  1969  annual  meeting  of 

Blankenship  has  been  a  staff  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  ap- 
member  at  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  parently  have  been  scrapped,  after  of- 
since  1965.  As  a  part  of  his  respon-  ficials  of  the  D.  C.  Convention  Bureau 
sibilities  he  is  also  general  manager  of  filled  the  available  dates  with  another 
the  cable  television  ministry  of  First  convention. 

Church.  He  grew  up  in  Johnson  City,  Vernon  Davis,  pastor  of  First  Bap- 
Tenn  ,  and  is  a  business  administra-  tist  Church  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  told 
tion  graduate  of  East  Tennessee  State  Baptist  Press  he  planned  to  present 
University.  He  also  has  a  master  of  Washington  as  an  alternate  to  Las 
science  degree  from  the  University  of  Vegas,  which  will  be  proposed  to  thes- 
Southern  Mississippi  and  a  master  of  sengers  at  the  1963  annual  meeting  by 
religious  education  degree  from  the  SBC  Executive  Committee. 


rails,  aam,  missionary 
amaze  Paraguayan  visitor 


By  Dm  McGregor 

A  visit  to  Stroessner,  Paraguay,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Parana  River,  which 
separates  Paraguay  from  Brazil,  re¬ 
vealed  three  amazing  situations.  The 
first  was  just  across  the  border  in 
Brazil.  A  sort  of  friendship  bridge 
spans  the  river  at  Stroessener  and 
links  that  Paraguayan  city  with  Foz  do 
Iguacu  on  the  Brazilian  side.  They  are 
almost  one  city  though  located  in  two 
countries.  Traffic  streams  back  and 
forth  across  the  bridge  unhindered  for 
the  most  part  by  customs  checks.  The 
Brazilian  city  is  named  for  the  famed 
Iguacu  Falls,  which  are  just  a  few 
miles  away. 

Iguacu  Falls  may  very  well  be  the 
most  outstanding  spectacle  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  Theodore 
Roosevelt  is  said  to  have  visited 
Iguacu  Falls  and  said,  “Poor  Niagra.  ” 
Iguacu  is  a  magnificent  sight  which 
defies  description  or  being  captured 
by  a  still  camera. 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and  I  spent  a  great 
deal  of  an  afternoon  walking  along  the 
edge  of, Iguacu  Falls  and  trying  to 
drink  in  its  ever-changing  vista. 

The  falls  are  located  on  the  Iguacu 
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Into  tho  Vary  Heart  of  Scripture 


Thirty  years  and  1 ,500  issues 


had  in  more  than  20  years  when  I  left  McWilliams.  This  is  her  anniversar) 
there  9V4  years  ago.  issue,  and  we  salute  her. 

At  the  Baptist  Record,  Evelyn  Her  contribution  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Keyes,  the  advertising  manager  and  God  through  the  Baptist  Record  will 
editor’s  secretary,  will  observe  17  not  be  measured  completely  until  after 
years  next  week.  Florence  Larrimore,  the  age  is  finished  and  eternity  has  be- 
proof  reader,  photo  finisher,  and  pub-  gun. 

lie  relations  secretary,  will  soon  celeb-  Anne  has  worked  on  1,500  issues  of 

rate  14  years.  Renee  Walley,  circula-  the  Baptist  Record.  Mississippi  Bap- 
tion  manager,  has  been  at  the  Baptist  tists  are  in  her  debt  for  being  a  faithful 
Building  for  9%  years  and  with  the  and  able  participant  in  the  effort  to 
Baptist  Record  4  Vi  years.  help  the  churches  of  the  Mississippi 

The  others  have  come  since  I  did  8  Vi  Baptist  Convention  be  better  able  to 
years  ago  but  still  have  in  several  carry  out  their  mission  of  witnessing  to 
years  with  us.  Tim  Nicholas,  associate  the  world 

editor,  has  been  here  6Vi  years.  Betty  She  has  traveled  to  the  Middle  East, 

Anne  Bailey,  bookkeeper,  has  6  years,  to  Europe,  to  Central  America  and 
Gail  Wood,  data  input  operator,  has  South  America,  to  the  Orient,  to 
been  at  the  Baptist  Building  3  years  Mexico,  and  to  Canada  during  these 
and  with  the  Baptist  Record  1  year.  past  30  years.  She  has  written  books 
These  people  are  due  the  commen-  including  one  about  Gulfshore  and 
dation  of  Mississippi  Baptists  for  their  another  about  David  Gomes,  a  Brazi- 
ability  and  dedication.  Mississippi  lian  Baptist  pastor. 

Baptists  need  to  know  who  they  are  She  has  helped  to  mold  the  Baptist 

and  what  they  do.  The  main  emphasis  Record. 

at  this  point,  however,  falls  on  Anne  To  Anne  we  all  say.  Thank  you. 


Texas.  I  have,  however,  worked  far  Baptist  Recfrd  staff  as  it  is  presently 
three  different  state  papers,  including  constituted.  Her  greatest  renown 
the  Baptist  Record  and  the  California  comes  from  her  column,  Faces  and 
Vnnthero  Baptist,  and  I  spent  4  V4  years  Places ;  and  that  is  as  it  should  be.  That 
during  those  31  working  for  the  Dallas  is  one  of  the  best  read  elements  of  the 
Times  Herald  ( a  daily ) .  publishing  my  paper.  She  also  has  found  success  as  a 
own  three  weekly  papers,  and  working  feature  story  writer  and  over  the  past 
in  public  relations  for  an  insurance  few  years  has  begun  to  function  well  as 
compapy  a  photographer. 

We  have  at  the  Baptist  Record  a  The  critical  spot  fits  into  the  paper’s 
staff  ^nember  who  followed  me  into  the  philosophy  of  majoring  on  local  church 
state  paper  field  by  only  a  little  more  news,  however.  As  the  news  material 
than  a  year,  on  May  20, 1953;  and  she  crosses  the  editor’s  desk,  the  local 
has  been  right  here  ever  since.  She  is  church  news  is  routed  to  Anne  for  the 
Anne  McWilliams,  editorial  associate;  finishing  touches.  Some  items  re- 
and  on  May  20  she  will  observe  her  30th  quire  more  fmishing  than  others,  but 
anniversary  with  the  Baptist  Record,  she  takes  care  of  it.  This  material  also 

Anne  has  worked  with  four  is  very  widely  read, 

editors— A.  L.  Goodrich,  W.  C.  Fields,  I  have  been  blessed  with  associates 
Joe  Odle,  and  the  present  editor.  I  hope  with  long  tenures.  In  California,  Polly 

she  will  make  no  comparison  of  the  McNabb,  the  associate  editor,  has  al- 

four  for  herself,  but  there  is  no  ques-  ready  crossed  the  30-year  mark.  She 


Applied  bjbie  reading  eventually 

REFLECTS  A  NEW  AND  BETTER. YOU, 


opinion 


'  lUay  An  Arkansas  Baptist 

ginia,  just  to  name  a  few.  It  has  been 

one  of  the  most  rewarding  things  we  “God  has  been  good  to  us,  hasn’t  he,  out,  having  no  idea  how  far.  Some 
have  done.  At  the  same  time,  our  gifts  Anne?”  That’s  what  my  90-year-old  urged  him  to  stay,  not  to  risk  his  life, 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  friend,  Roland  Johnson,  said  to  me  as  I 
have  increased,  as  have  gifts  to  all  was  leaving  his  hospital  room  in 
mission  causes,  including  the  special  Jackson  a  f 
mission  offerings. 

I  would  encourage  all  of  our  _  _  _  _ _ 

churches  in  Mississippi  to  look  beyond  banter :  “Tefl  W. *D  I’m  still  going  to 
themselves  and  to  accept  the  chal-  beat  him  at  fishing  one  of  these  days'’ 
lenge  of  beginning  a  new  work  some-  f“ 

cannot  be  calculated.  Pastors,  your  week,  but  Itoved  him  from  the  first  Dollar 
own  church  will  be  strengthened  and  time  I  really  had  a  chance  to  talk  with 


Others  wanted  him  to  try.  They  ad- 

o _ r _  vised.  “When  you  get  to  land,  keep 

_ few  weeks  ago.  Though  walking  along  the  bank  until  you  come 

struggling  for  breath  and  fighting  to  wagon  tracks.  Follow  them  and  they 
pain,  he  kept  up  his  good-natured  will  lead  you  to  a  house  or  village.” 

‘ _ 1 _ *:  “Tell  W.  D.  I’m  still  going  to  Boozer  swam — it  turned  out  to  be 

_  _  •  ^  ”  two  miles— to  the  bank.  Then  after  a 

I’d  only  known  this  Arkansas  Baptist  long  walk,  he  finally  came  to  houses  of 
where.  The  blessings  you  will  receive  four  or  five  years,  before  he  died  last  a  man  named  Nash  and  his  neighbor, 

oonnnf  Kn  oolmil  o  toH  PocIapc  maiip  L..i  I  l.x _ a  t_; _  £ _ n _ itAi  HaIIa*  "TlUS  Doll  ST  W8S  lily  UDClC  ” 

_ w _  Mr.  Johnson  said.  Nash  and  Dollar 

your  people  will  have  a  new  heartbeat  him.  His  daughters,  Billie  and  Sybil,  went  with  Boozer  to  secure  two  flat- 
for  missions.  On  this  Pentecost  Sun-  are  married  to  two  of  W.D.’s  nephews,  boats,  and  took  supplies,  food,  and 
day,  May  22,  make  a  commitment  to  Lavelle  and  Vernon  Tullos.  His  quiet,  fresh  water  to  the  stranded  travelers, 
be  one  of  3,000  churches  to  start  a  new  dry  wit  and  his  love  for  telling  a  good  They  got  word  toafreightboatto come 
church  in  1963-1964.  story  reminded  me  of  my  own  father,  and  pick  them  up.  The  grateful  pas 

Janies  F.  Yates  is  pastor  of  First  In  his  full  and  varied  life,  Mr.  Johnson  sengers  tried  to  pay  Nash  and  Dollar. 
Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City,  and  Pres-  had  been  a  farmer,  baseball  player,  When  the  men  refused  money,  the 
ident  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  railroad  man,  builder,  and  barbecue  people  left  cash  for  them  in  a  pillow 

cook.  •  j  -  slip,  with  a  note  of  thanks,  and  re- 

Once  he  told  me  this  story:  “About  turned  to  their  homes. 

125  years  ago,”  he  said,  “a  Many  years  later,  a  lock  and  dam 
paddlewheel  riverboat  set  out  up-  were  built  near  the  spot  where  the  boat 
stream  from  New  Orleans.  The  boat  burned,  called  Lottie  Warner  Bend 
was  called  the  Lottie  Warner— for  the  and  later  renamed  Coon  Glory  Bend, 
owner’s  wife— and  it  followed  the  This  was  near  Felsentsal,  Aik.,  where 
Ouachita  River  il^jjVir-anl|T<iJf  "tflh  Tdrptobmai  livadrBifhty  hamwrnrTi 
May.  The  20  pas^hgfreri^^RcAf  3  'apy,  witeH  Rbnmd  TJOmkon  Wight, 
time  when  the  river  was  at  flood  stage  and  the  river  was  low,  he  and  his  father 
to  make  the  journey,  so  the  water  saw  the  ruins  of  the  Lottie  Warner, 
would  be  deep  enough.  parts  of  the  decking  and  paddlewheel 

“There  were  not  many  people  living  protruding  from  the  water .  At  eight,  he 

along  the  river  then— maybe  a  few  In-  heard  the  story  of  a  man  who  cared 
dians,  a  few  Mexicans,  a  few  Negroes,  enough  to  risk  his  life  for  his  friends, 
a  few  whites.  Mostly  woods.  Among  and  he  never  forgot  it 


Thope  cards  and  letters 


sociates  feel  the  SBC  is  on  the  verge  of  aqd  4,900,  ty  $96J2.fpr  5,00Q..Discounts  sippi  Baptists  for  sharing  with  us  some 
a  un  trudging  lanH^lirio  thrnngh  Itwiisa  ppffr-fay  gifted  musicians.  Until  We 

of  these -creative  and  powerful -re--  ling  or  writing.— Editor  y  -meet  again,  where  can  we'go,  but  tS 

prints.  the  Lord?  We  love  each  of  you. 

Thank  you  for  paring  this  informa-  Singing  Churchmen  V  Joe  and  Jeanie  Benfield 

tion  with  your  readers.  o  &  Tammy,  Greg  and  Jeana 

Clarence  B.  Ph  iras,  President  Av.  Agraciada  3452 

Benjamin-AUarfSi  Associates  .*°r:  .....  Montevideo,  Uruguay 

*  At  the  airport  in  Montevideo,  South  America 

This  is  an  articlf  written  by  Wilmer  Uruguay,  a  few  hours  ago,  we  said  *  .  r  . 

C.  Fields,  former  Mississippi  pastor  goodbye  to  25  newly  made  friends.  It  Anniversary  at  r  airview 

and  former  editor  of  the  Baptist  Re-  was  certainly  a  pleasure  to  meet  and  Editor: 

cord.  He  is  now  asftistant  to  the  execu-  be  with  this  group  for  the  past  week.  All  former  staff  members  and  char- 
tive  secretary  of  the  Southern  Baptist  The  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  ter  members  of  Fairview  Baptist 

Convention  Executive  Committee  and  found  a  place  in  our  hearts  from  the  Church  in  Columbus,  Mississippi  will 

public  relations  director.  This  is  an  first  day  we  met  them.  be  honored  guests  at  the  Silver  An- 

in-depth  look  at  Southern  Baptists  The  unity,  love,  and  openness  of  this  niversary  Celebration  September  25, 
written  by  one  who  knows  us  well.  It  is  wonderful  group  was  evident  im-  1963.  The  church  is  attempting  to  lo¬ 
on  five  pages  of  magazine-size  sheets  mediately.  We  feel  that  God  had  cate  some  of  the  charter  members  to 

and  has  a  full -color  cover  taken  in  the  answered  our  prayers  by  sending  the  send  them  an  invitation.  Addresses 

auditorium  of  Find  Baptist  Church,  Singing  Churchmen  to  Uruguay.  They  are  needed  for  the  following  persons: 

Nashville.  The  cov>  -r  is  a  replica  of  the  were  heard  in  several  towns  through-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  B.  McLemore;  Mrs. 
cover  of  The  Safeway  Evening  Post,  out  the  country  with  most  concerts  Carolyn  Johnson;  Mrs.  O.  C.  Peter- 

Reprints  can  be  o  jered  at  26  cents  having  standing  room  only.  Their  last  son;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Schrader  and 

each  by  writing  BMijamin-AUan  and  concert  here  was  very  warmly  re-  Martha;  Mrs.  Richard  Short;  James 
Associates,  P.  O.  Box  91,  Alexandria,  ceived  as  evidenced  by  four  curtain  Smith,  Grace  and  Sandra;  India  Ste- 

Indian  46001.  The  phone  number  is  calls.  The  professional  quality  of  this  vens;  Robert  St.  John;  Mrs.  H.  S.  Vic- 

(317  )  724-2070.  Shipments  are  made  by  singing  group  really  blessed  our  kers;  Gerald  and  Doree  Winstead; 

UPS,  and  Mississippi  is  in  Zone  4.  hearts  and  those  of  the  Uruguayan  Wilson  and  Ann  Edwards;  Mrs.  J.  W. 

Shipping  costs  are  $2.00  for  250  re-  people.  Haynes;  and  Jerrel  Guest, 

prints;  $3.01,  500;  $0.02,  1,000;  and  We  want  to  say  thank  you  to  each  of  Fairview  Baptist  Church 

double  accordingly  for  2,000  ;  3,000;  the  25  men  who  came  and  to  Missis-  Columbus 


For  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 
year  stretches  into  thirty 


Southern  Baptist  reprints 

We  would  like  to  report  a  record  re-  __ 
sponse  for  the  reprint  offer  of  the 
SATURDAY  EVENING  ROST  article 
on  the  SBC  “The  Southern  Baptists— 

Not  Just  Whistling  Dixie.”  Our  first 
print  order  was  for  1,000,000!  As  good 
as  this  is,  itrepresents  only  about  1,500 
pastors.  This  is,  of  course,  due  to  the 
time  it  takes  for  information  of  this 
nature  to  reach  the  pastors.  With  this 
in  mind,  we  are  extending  the  deadline 
for  ordering  these  reprints  until  July  4, 

1983  We  here  at  Benjamin-Allan  &  As- 


52  COMPLETE  RETREAT  PRO¬ 
GRAMS  by  Frank  Hart  Smith  and 
Winifred  Tabb  Smith  (Convention 
Press,  paper,  90  pp.,  $5.05)  The  au¬ 
thors  planned  52  original  retreat  pro¬ 
grams,  including  ones/or  youths,  sing¬ 
les,  families,  children,  married 
couples,  choirs,  senior  adults,  and 
church  staffs.  In  their  versatility  and 
practicality,  the  programs  are  in  this 
book.  Some  are  planned  in  detail. 
Others  list  only  the  ideas  and  leave  the 
rest  to  the  individual  developer.  Some 
of  the  intriguing  themes  are  “The 
Bible  in  the  Marketplace”;  “Both  a 
Borrower  and  a  Lender  Be”;  “How  to 
Share  Your  Faith:  from  a  Platform”; 
“How  to  Share  Your  Faith:  one-on- 


one”;  “Redecorate  Your  Life”; 
“Cemetery  Clean-up  (or  Tombstone 
Trim)”;  “Shut-ins’ Day  Out”;  “Out  of 
This  World  .  .  .  Series”;  “TGIF: 
Thank  God  I’m  Family.”  This  is  an 
excellent  resource  book  that  should 
meet  well  its  purpose:,  “to  help  people 
draw  aside  and  gain  new  understand¬ 
ing  and  love  for  themselves,  for  each 
other,  and  for  God  ”-h\WM 

A  FEAST  OF  FAMILIES  by  Vir¬ 
ginia  Stem  Owens  (Zondcrvan,  144  pp., 
$9.95,  hardcover)  This  book  takes  the 
reader  beyond  the  “current  events” 
treatment  of  the  subject  to  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  family  as  an  inherited 
legacy-a  feast  spread  through -the- 
centuries.  The  book,  “a  celebration  et 
all  that  ‘family’  means,”  is  the  first  of 
Zondervan’s  to  be  published  under 


By  Tim  Nikolas  then  to  Southwestern,  she  realized  she 

When  Anne  Washb  irn  McWilliams  was  heading  for  religious  journalism, 
first  joined  the  staff  <  the  Baptist  Re-  She  recalls  the  first  article  she  ever 
cord,  she  recalls,  “T1  •  job  didn’t  look  sold  was  at  age  12  for  “Progressive 
like  the  kind  of  thing  L  4  want  to  spend  Farmer.”  For  “The  History  of  our 
my  whole  life  doing. ’vi  Farm,”  she  received  50  cents. 

However,  on  May|20,  Anne  will  In  high  school,  she  read  an  article  in 
celebrate  her  30th  anniversary  on  the  the  Training  Union  materials  about 
Baptist  Record  staff)  currently  as  careers  in  religious  journalism  and 
editorial  associate  and  columnist.  she  wrote  the  author,  Mrs.  J.  E. 

She  was  a  Southwestern  Seminary  Lambdin.  The  writer  wrote  back 
student  in  1953,  hav  ng  run  out  of  suggesting  that  Anne  major  in  English 
money  she’d  saved  irom  teaching  at  a  Baptist  college  and  wait  for  her 
fourth  grade  for  two  ye  rs,  and  needed  Bible  courses  till  seminary.  Anne  did 
a  job.  Then-editor  A.  I  Goodrich  got  that,  and  later  earned  an  additional 
her  name  from  the  pt  cement  office  degree,  a  master’s  in  English,  from 
and  hired  her  over  ti  i  phone  to  be  Mississippi  College, 
editorial  assistant  and  ,*cretary.  La-  “After  I  got  into  the  Baptist  Record, 
ter,  a  secretary  was  a  fled  and  Anne  I  realized  more  and  more  that  it  is 
moved  totally  into  edinSal  work.  missions— we  can  reach  people 


tries  . . .  It’s  made  my  whole  world 
bigger.” 

She  adds,  “Usually  I  get  more  re¬ 
sponse  when  !  go  someplace  or  do 
something  cra_y  and  write  about  it. .  . 
the  more  personal  you  can  make  it,  the 
more  readers  can  identify  with  you  be¬ 
cause  they  have  those  kinds  of  experi¬ 
ences  in  their  own  lives.” 

Anne’s  columns  won  her  second 
place  in  national  competition  in  the 
National  Federation  of  Press  Women 
in  1977.  And  she’s  written  three  books, 
V Beside  the  Point:  The  Gulfshore 
Story,”  “South  of  the  Sahara”  (a  mis¬ 
sion  study  book  for  National  Baptists) , 
and  “David  Gomes:  When  Faith 
Triumphs,”  published  in  English,  Por¬ 
tuguese,  and  Spanish. 

She  remembers  when  the  late  Joe 
Odle,  former  Baptist  Record  editor 
called  her  into  his  office  to  suggest  she 
write  a  book  about  Gomes,  the  Brazi¬ 
lian  Baptist  minister.  In  Odle’s  office, 
“David  thanked  the  Lord  that  I  was 
going  to  write  the  book— before  I  even 
said  I  would,”  she  says.  She  started 
work  on  it  two  years  later. 

A  member  of  Morrison  Heights 
Church  in  Clinton,  where  she  leads  a 
group  of  GAs,  Anne  says  she  believes 
God  has  a  special  place  of  ministry  for 
every  Christian.  A  book,  “Mine  To  Fd- 


their  new  imprint:  Judith 


Books.  “This  feast  of  families,”  as  the 
author  says,  “is  not  all  sweetness.  .  . . 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  saltiness  and  a 
rather  large  portion  of  bitterness— 
beginning  with  Cain  and  Abel  .”  As  she 
further  explains,  the  book  is  “not 
strategy  nor  instruction,”  but  is  “a  col- 
lection  of  stories  of  families  struggling 
to  transmit  an  old,  old  story _ Fam¬ 

ily  is  also  the  Bible’s  way  of  explaining 

not  only  us,  but  God,  and  our  relation  to 

him  and  to  one  another.  Our  most  im¬ 
portant  metaphor  for  God  is  Father.” 
Some  of  the  chapter  titles  are  “Going 
Home  Again,”  “The  Home  Folks”; 
;‘®!f^a«p”;  “My  Mother,  My  Sis- 

tw  ,  The  Crucible  of  Parenthood”; 

Ark”:  “Faith  and  our 
ather.  This  is  a  well  written  book— a 
book  well  worth  reading,  in  a  year 
when  Baptist  programs  are  placing  a 


low,”  she  recalls,  taught  hef’  "It 
doesn’t  really  matter  what  I  am  as 
long  as  I’m  doing  what  God  wants  me 
to  do  and  heeding  his  instructions.” 


Aaae  Washburn  McWilliams 
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Thar  may  be  said  to  be  two  classes 
of  people  in  the  world:  those  who  con¬ 
stantly  divide  the  people  of  the  world 
into  two  classes,  and  those  who  do 
not.— Robert  Benchley. 


whenth^e3nnt.r  2C.V  teachers,  was  the  word  " 

fte^M  ^X>W"  l*i!!ever  “  The  same  was  said  to  be  true  for  vol- 

church  and  fivp  mi««i  -po  *  unteers-  The  need  is  for  protchers  and 

for  i*°V]e  *°  witness,  extraction 
nandarias  He  C **  °f  Her-  methods  differ,  particular  y  as  they 

of  the  itm  ^  visitors  on  a  tour  concern  masonry  constra*  'ion.  That 

the  tours  take  are  wh^hTf^  0181  doeSn  t  mean  ^t  construe  on  people 
SrtSridi LTuS3:ehefeel8DeW  ^be  used,  but  prei  hers  are 

The  greatest  need  in  his  area,  Wat-  The  greatest  need  in  corn  fiction  is 
~a8 .*5**’  **  **  Pastors  to  come  and  f01"  carpenters  in  the  moun  sin  areas 
start  churches.  It  takes  as  long  as  five  “  the  south  of  Argentina,  w)  ere  wood 
yean  to  get  a  church  on  its  feet*  he  **  used  a  great  deal.  This  vtMqld  be  in 
declares  He  sees  the  need  for  career  the  beauty  of  spots  of  San  Martin  de  los 
missionaries  in  this  field  as  well  as  Andes  and  Bariloche,  said  Qo  be  the 
two-year  volunteers  from  the  United  Switzerland  of  Argentina.  *• 
States  who  would  go  to  spend  their  The  need  for  witnesses  Was  illus- 
time  in  visiting  much  as  the  Mormons  trated  in  the  immense  popularity  of 
do-  They  could  easily  pick  ud  the  lan-  ***  Mississippi  basketball  Warn  that 

_ a  *  ihamI  a _  n _ _ _ _ .  l if t_ 


Another  Mississippi  team  which 
made  a  tremendous  contribution  in 
Paraguay  was  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carter 
Dobbs.  He  is  a  dentist  from  Calhoun 
City.  They  had  been  in  Asuncion  two 
weeks  when  we  got  there,  working  on 
the  teeth  of  Maka  Indians  who  had 
been  driven  from  their  homes  by  flood¬ 
ing.  The  need  was  overwhelming, 
Dobbs  said. 

The  government  had  established 
temporary  housing  by  use  of  black 
plastic  sheets  in  a  city  park.  There 
Dobbs  set  up  shop  for  the  repair  of 
teeth,  and  Mrs.  Dobbs  taught  the  chil¬ 
dren  how  to  take  care  of  their  teeth  to 
prevent  problems.  They  had  all  of  the 
business  they  could  handle. 

The  impression  that  Mississippians 
are  making  on  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  is 
beginning  to  be  felt  more  and  more. 

One  minor  problem  is  that  good 
Lord’s  Supper  sets  are  hard  to  find  in 
Paraguay.  It  would  be  a  welcomed 
gesture,  Watkins,  said,  if  anyone  plan¬ 
ning  to  make  the  trip  to  that  nation 
would  take  along  a  couple  of  sets. 


At  a  pica 

Aay  Chardi  Cm  AHard 


Mrs.  Carter  Dobbs  of  Calhoun  City,  left,  helps  Indian  children  in  Asuncion  under¬ 
stand  how  to  take  care  of  their  teeth.  The  children  were  with  families  which  had  been 
forced  out  of  their  permanent  dwellings  in  Paraguay  because  of  floods  and  were 
living  in  the  city  park  in  Asuncion. 


Callary  Baptist  Church 

* 

requests  the  pleasure  of  your  company  at  a 

Reception 

honoring 

Dr.  and  Mrs »  fj.  Qlenn  Morris 

on  the  occasion  of  their  retirement 
foreign  mission  service  in  China  and  Ghailand 
Sunday,  May  the  twenty -second 
from  five  until  seven  o'clock 
1300  West  Capitol  Street 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


guage,  he  notes. 

The  fact  is,  every  where  we  went  in 
South  America,  the  greatest  need  was 
declared  to  be  preaching  mis¬ 
sionaries.  The  ranks  of  the  evangelists 
on  the  foreign  mission  field  have  been 
diminishing  lately  as  specialists  have 


increased,  but  the  need  continues  for 


i  Earl  Kelly,  left,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  and  missionary  Ken  Wat¬ 
kins  stand  in  the  door  of  the  mission  at 
Kilometer  Six  near  Stroessner, 
Paraguay.  The  building  is  the  home  of  a 
doctor  and  his  wife  who  are  Baptists  and 
make  the  home  available  for  the  mission 
use. 


A  Christian- Owned  and  Operated 
Resort,  Staffed  by  People  Who  Care. 

Our  goal  is  to  serve  God  1876  Inn  has  a  special  feel  for 
through  excellence  in  business,  serving  church  groups.  Like  you, 
We  are  always  happy  to  make  we  have  a  public  commitment  to 
your  reservations  at  the  Great  Jesus  Christ 
Passion  Play,  the  moving  portray-  Stay  with  us  for  less 

al  of  Christ’s  last  days  on  earth,  Call  toll  free  outside  Arkansas: 
and  also  at  our  fine,  family  coun  1-800-643-3030; 

try  music  and  comedy  shows  or  or  write:  1876  Inn,  Rt  1 ,  Box  247, 
other  Eureka  Springs  attractions  Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632; 
We  dedicate  ourselves  to  being  or  call: 

affordable  and  capable  and  giv-  (501)  253-7183. 

ing  quality,  personal  service.  We  mom 

want  to  serve  vour  nroun  and  thp  CmIjM  TrovetGuide 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
political  overtones,  Davis  said  it  was 
being  presented  because  some  South¬ 
ern  Baptists— fundamentalists  and 
moderates  alike— do  not  wish  to  go  to 
Las  Vegas  because  of  gambling  and 
the  city’s  image  as  vice  ridden. 

Davis  said  he  had  a  verbal  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  D.C.  Convention  Bureau 
to  hold  the  second  week  in  June  of  1969 
for  the  SBC.  However,  the  bureau 
made  a  commitment  to  allow  another 
organization  to  have  the  20,000  seat 
bail  on  those  dates. 

While  the  proposal  to  substitute 
Washington  as  the  site  has  died,  re¬ 
ports  indicate  Louisville,  Ky.,  will  be 
presented  as  a  site  for  the  1969  conven¬ 
tion.  The  city  was  proposed  as  a  possi¬ 
ble  site  to  the  February,  1983,  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  but  was 
turned  down  because  it  does  not  meet 
current  guidelines  for  a  convention 
city. 

Current  guidelines  call  for  a  hall 
capable  of  seating  16,000  persons, 
50,000  square  feet  of  exhibit  space,  and 
6,000  hotel  rooms  within  two  miles  of 
the  meeting  hall. 


The  Baptist  camp  in  Paraguay  has  a  new  water  well.  It  needs  some  constn  :tion  work,  however. 


CONCERNED 

PASTOR!  PARENTS! 

i  (1  [  Now  you  can  have  a  . . . 

Theistic, 

Christ-Charactered  Curriculum 
For  Your  Children! 

Looking  Up  to  the  Best 

Not  Just  because  of  Academic  Excellence; 

Not  just  because  of  Theistic  Emphasis; 

But  Best  because  it  is  Christ-Centered  in  Chan^ter, 


elected, 

BSU— build 


This  is  the  Baptist  Record  Day. 
June  5,  1983 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
wife,  Joann,  have  twin  sons  23,  a  son 
20,  and  an  18  year  old  daughter. 

First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  has  been 
involved  in  a  cable  television  ministry 
for  more  than  six  years. 

The  renovation-expansion  program 
for  the  BSU  center  at  Mississippi  State 
University  has  been  estimated  to  cost 
between  $275,000  and  $300,000.  The 
1,560  square  feet  lower  floor  will  be  ex¬ 
panded  to  3,925  square  feet,  including 
expanding  the  eating  area  to  accom¬ 
modate  400  instead  of  the  present  150. 
The  assembly  area  also  will  accom¬ 
modate  400  after  expansion.  The  upper 
floor  will  be  renovated,  and  a  new  roof 
will  be  put  on. 

As  a  part  of  Decade  of  Advance 
goals,  $100,000  has  been  placed  in  stu¬ 
dent  center  capital  needs  since  1976.  At 
the  end  of  1963  the  balance  remaining 
in  that  fund  will  be  $142,000,  it  was  re¬ 
ported  by  Jerry  Merriman,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Student  Work.  The 
Executive  Committee  action  au¬ 
thorized  Merriman  to  begin  to  seek 
bids  for  the  renovation-expansion 
program. 

The  seminary  intern  program  will 
begin  on  Aug.  1 .  It  will  be  for  10  months 
through  the  fall  and  spring  semesters 
with  a  financial  commitment  of  $700 
per  month.  The  intern  will  be  a  South¬ 
western  Seminary  student  who  is 
committed  to  student  work. 

The  new  press  will  be  an  A.  B.  Dick 
offset  press  with  cola-  head.  It  will  cost 
$20,893.  A  20-year-old  press  will  be 
treaded  in  for  a  credit  of  $1,637. 

'Die  agricultural  missionary  in  resi¬ 
dence  will  be  Harold  Watson,  agricul¬ 
tural  missionary  to  the  Philippines. 
The  program  will  be  fa*  a  maximum  of 
four  months  with  an  outlay  of  $500  per 
month  plus  travel  epxenses.  The  prog¬ 
ram  is  conducted  in  cooperation  with 


Jr  The  purpose  % 

of  the  Baptist  Record  is  to  help 
your  church  be  better  able  to  carry 
out  its  mission  of  witnessing  to  the 
world.  It  tries  to  do  this  by  seeking 
to  help  you  be  a  better  church 
member. 


linos 


music 


Christ-Centered, 
Godly  Character  Building 
In  Every  Page 


DAVAO  CITY,  Philippines— More 
than  150  Baptist  musicians  brought 
guitars,  wind  instruments,  Philippine 
native  stringed  instruments  and  a 
hand-made  violin  to  the  first  Philip¬ 
pine  Baptist  music  workshop.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Filipinos  taught  classes 
in  choir  and  orchestral  directing, 
composing  and  hymnology. 


A.C.E.  Promotion  Department 

P.O.  Box  1438 

Lewisville,  Texas  75067-1438 


Please  send  me  more  information  about  a 
Christ-Charactered  Curriculum  for  my  children! 


Don't  fail  to  read  the  Baptist  Record  every  week 


It  will  make  a  difference  in  the  life  of  your  church 


Church  Paws  &  Pulpit 
Furniture,  Laminated  -j- 

_ Arches,  Decking  \ 

-  ■  -A  and  I 


Phone 


and  eventually  in  the  lives  of  people  around  the  world 


Church  Name 


Stocking  Distributor 


BAPTISTRIES 
&  BAPTISTRY 
HEATERS 


The  Baptist  Record 


Companion  770 
High  Option  Plan 

Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 
100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 
Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 


A  Missions  Publication 


Baptist  Record  Sunday  is 
June  5,  1983 

Bulletin  inserts  (shown  above)  promoting  Baptist  Record  Sun¬ 
day  are  available  free  of  charge  by  filling  out  this  order  form. 


|  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

5*  A  member  of  the  Convention 
r  Board’s  auditing  firm  reported  an  un- 
9*  qualified  audit  tar  1962. 

I  A  $500  contribution  was  authorized 
-J  -  f°r  the  Douglas  Hudgins  Chair  of 
Preaching  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
I  as  a  memorial  to  Hudgins.  Ed 
■ '  McDaniel,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenwood,  was  elected  to  the  Con- 
I  *  vention  Board  to  serve  until  conven¬ 
tion  time  to  replace  Mrs.  Helen 
Johnson,  who  has  moved  out  of  state. 

Grants  for  flood  victims  ranged 
from  $200  fa*  an  individual  to  $10,000 
for  New  Hope  Baptist  Church.  South 
28th  Avenue  Church  received  $5,000 
and  Rankin  Association  was  awarded 
$4,000.  Pineburr  Church  got$3,000,  and 
[  other  amounts  were  $2,500,  $2,000 
a.  $1,500,  $1,000,  and  $500. 


OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACK¬ 
AGE  !  Stay  at  KELLER’S  COUN¬ 
TRY  DORM  RESORT,  Rt.  1, 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  and  see  the 
GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  (thru 
October)  for  only  $18  each,  includ¬ 
ing  tickets,  lodging,  swimnjing 
and  meals’  Call  Ml/253-8418. 


For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  FiH  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  28257,  Jackson,  MS  3828$ 


(Address) 


(Church 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


(Number  of  inserts  requested) 

Requests  must  be  in  to  th< 
to:  Baptist  Record 
Box  630 

Jackson,  Miss  39206 

The  Baptist  Record — Mississippi's  ] 
missions  newspaper 


Straet 
City  _ 
Phono 


HARRISBURG  BAPTIST  Church, 
Tupelo,  MS  is  seeking  applicants 
for  part  time  Youth  Ministry  Direc¬ 
tor.  Send  resume  to:  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  Search  Committee,  1888  W. 
Main  St,  Tupelo,  MS  38881. 


4  baptist  REoonn 


Thursday,  May  19,11*3 


Daily" 

De\^bon<* 

^Ncwly^cds 


pleasant  it  is  .  .  .  unity 


away  from  fellowshipping  with  any  who  dis- 
p  of  us  out  of  mis-  agree  with  them.  “I  think  this  is  unfortunate," 

destroy  he  said.  “I  can  disagree  witha  brother  on  his 

l  that  we  conser-  theology,  but  still  fellowship  with  him  as  a 

*  been  doing  all 
us  of  doing -and 
viewpoint  in  the 


find  ways  to  let  the  little  fellow  speak  up." 

Asked  how  he’d  like  for  grassroots  Baptists 
to  view  him,  Draper  answered  quickly  and 
positively.  "If  Jimmy  Draper  couldn't  be  a 
Southern  Baptist,  I  don’t  know  what  he’d  be. 
-Southern  Baptists  are  my  life.  The  second 
Sunday  in  April,  I  preached  an  entire  sermon 
on  the  Cooperative  Program,  and  Doug 
Brown,  who  is  with  the  Baptist  Envelope  Ser¬ 
vice,  wrote  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  finest  he’d 
ever  heard  me  preach.  Yes,  we’re  going  to  see 
changes,  particularly  in  structure.  Some  of 
our  by-laws  are  vague  and  out  of  date,  written 
for  a  denomination  of  4  million  rather  than  14 
million  members.  And  I  think  the  fact  we’ve 
even  considered  negative  designation  for  the 
Cooperative  Program  is  indicative  of  further 
discussion  on  the  way  we  support  our  denomi¬ 
nation. 

“I  think  of  our  struggle  like  a  butterfly 


emerging  from  a  cocoon.  History  shows  that 
every  40  to  60  years,  Southern  Baptists  have 
struggled  and  questioned,  but  they  always 
emerged  stronger." 

Draper  is  convinced  that  if  he’s  opposed  at 
Pittsburgh,  the  issue  will  be  "control,”  not 
theology.  "No  one  can  say  I’ve  pushed  my 
theology  on  anyone.  What  I  want  is  true 
freedom— which  is  freedom  within  stated 
boundaries.  It  is  the  liberty  to  believe  and 
preach  and  teach  without  bong  ridiculed— 
and  also  the  Christian  charity  to  grant  the 
same  to  others. 

“The  door’s  open  in  Pittsburgh  to  give  a 
Christian  witness  in  an  area  where  Southern 
Baptists  are  relatively  unknown.  I  hope  our 
testimony  will  be  positive,  and  not  marred  by 
factional  controversy.”  ) ' 

(Hastings  edits  the  Illinois  Baptist  news¬ 
paper.) 


“Inquiry  is  helpful,”  he  sg)d,  "whether  in  a 
church  or  the  denomination  Let’s  give  folks  a 
chance  to  speak  up,  to  ask  uestions,  to  chal¬ 
lenge,  and  not  intimidate  \  'em  &  being  ‘un¬ 
cooperative’  or  ‘fundamenkJlists.’  ’’ 

"Our  annual  conventionstiave  gotten  so  big 
and  expensive  to  attend  that  many  Baptists 
feel  they  no  longer  have  a  Voice,  that  no  one 
bothers  to  listen.  Maybe  a  aeries  of  regional 
conventions  is  the  answer:  1  don’t  know.  But 
maybe  the  factionalism  we^re  seeing  is  largely 
frustration  over  how  to  mate  input  into  a  de¬ 
nomination  as  big  as  ours.  Let’s  face  it  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  a  bureaucra¬ 
cy.  My  church  is  a  bureaucracy.  We’ve  got  to 


bam  together  in*  (oy  o»  sharing 
Gotfs  Word  daty.  Dovk  Cooper 
state*.  "The  time  you  spend 
using  this  book  \rii  not  be  long, 
but  the  regular  discipline  be 
valuable  and  wH  help  ycxj  learn 
some  good  lessons  about  mar¬ 
ital  communications."  Con¬ 
tains  three  months  at  worship 
experiences  with  suggested 
communication  exercise*  cen- 


1  position  oJ 

Buthedidn’t  ridicule  my  be- 
vr: Qir  k’y  his  interpretations  on  me. 
ml  *"?e.j*>?r***®*lhooka  categorically  take 
a  stand  and  leave  no  possibility  of  any  other 
viewpoint !  cell  that  narrow,  whether  it’s  in  a 
coMenraby*’  or  a  lateral’  textbook.’’  . 

Draper  admitted  some  conservatives  shy 


theme*.  Presentation  page  and 
gWbox  make  this  an  extract** 
gilt  tor  newlyweds  Reg.  $5.95 
SALE  $4.46  through  5/31/83 


SBC  Resolutions  Committee 
holds  preliminary  meeting  . 


Dovb  Cooper  is  pastor  at  Uni¬ 
versity  HHI  Baptist  Church.  Den¬ 
ver.  Colorado. 


FIRST  MORTGAGE  BONDS 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
RIDGELAND,  MISSISSIPPI 

308  Weet  Jackson 
Ridgeland,  Mississippi  f 

$600,000.00 

1/S  shunto  Interest  Benda  {Maturities  •  me.  —  •  yrs.) 

1/S  Compound  Interest  Bands  (Maturttlas  B  yrs.  —  IB  yrs.) 

10%  —  13% 

Intnmat  Rat*  Baaed  on  Maturity  Data  of  Dead 
Bonds  Dated  June  1, 1983 

Interest  Rata  Maturity  Data 

10%  9  mo.  —  2%  yrs. 

10%%  3  yrs —  4%  yrs. 

11%  8  yrs —  7  yrs. 

11%%  7%  yrs 9  yrs. 

12%  9%  yrs — 11  yrs. 

12%%  11  Vi  yrs - 13  yrs. 

<19%  »  *" >  "cf V;  <y  n-'>  |  1  *■ '  ,  .  13%. yrs.  —  18  yrs- 

oi  tiuuiinA 

For  Further  Information  and  a  Copy  of  the  Prospectus 
Call  or  Write 


'  solutions.  Stogner,  a  retired  associational  mis- 

lTtniTHT  PPTltAJ*  At  the  designated  time  in  the  order  of  sionary  from  Bossier  City,  La.,  and 
A  U  Ulllg  vCIllCl  business,  Draper  said,  one  of  the  offic-  Verlin  Kruschwitz,  a  retired  pastor 

dA  A  ^  _  r)  ers  will  read  the  topics  of  the  resolu-  and  currently  professor  at  Boyce  Bible 

Wq$H  q«t  V  tions  and  the  messengers  submitting  School,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Od  till  lAd  V  them,  thus  introducing  them  into  the  Bonham  told  Baptist  Press  he  is 

"  •  business  of  the  convention.  "very  impressed  with  the  commit- 

The  second  is  to  the  families  of  the  in-  Draper  told  Baptist  Press  the  tee.”  He  pointed  out  three 
mates  at  Parchman  through  volunteer  change  was  made  in  an  effort  to  con-  members— Tippett,  Kruschwitz  and 

teams.  The  third  is  equipping  Missis-  serve  time,  and  to  "make  it  as  easy  as  George— are  former  presidents  of 

sippi  Baptists  to  minister  at  Par-  possible  for  every  messenger  to  be  their  state  conventions,  and  George 

chman  and  in  local  jails.  Ovis  Fairley  fairly  treated.  This  is  not  an  effort  to  has  been  president  of  both  the  Ok- 

directs  the  ministry.  stifle  discussion,  but  an  effort  to  en-  lahoma  and  California  conventions. 

.  „  .  .  . .  . ■  . .  large  it.”  He  added  Stogner  has  been  a  vice  pres- 

AHwho  are  mterested  .  _  ^  Members  of  the  committee  include  ident  of  the  Louisiana  convention  and 

attend  toe  open  housej ie* ■“  three  members  of  the  SBC  Executive  Hernandez  currently  is  president  of 
picmc,  Watson  said.  Being  invited  par-  the  Mexico  Baptist  Convention  of 

ticularly  are  Baptist  leaders  in  the  Texas 

state  60  accept  Christ  He  added  Rhodes,  a  layman,  has 

hmuhL  rontw  *  been  moderator  of  toe  Atlanta  Baptist 

building  of  the  equ  pp  ng  center.  SINGAPORE— More  than  60  deci-  Association  “one  of  toe  largest  associ- 

1  There  are  14  support  team  captains  sions  accept  Christ  as  personal  a tions  in  the  SBC.” 

who  are  soliciting  money  fop  the-build-  Savior  came  from  the  1,700  people  who  “All  of  these  people  have  been  very 

ing,  he  said.  The  target  figure  is  attended  three  nights  of  evangelistic  active  in  their  state  conventions,  in 

$90,000,  be  indicated,  and  $30,000  has  rallies  in  Singapore.  In  conjunction  their  associations  and  local  churches, 

beeafeached.  with  the  rallies,  253  Baptist  church  All  of  them  come  from  churches  with  a 

leaders  from  all  22  Baptist  churches  in  good  record  of  missions  giving  through 
a  -r  43 1  CDl  1  rr  fl  t  Singapore  registered  for  a  simultane-  the  Cooperative  Program,’’  he  added. 

ClAC  cUUlllH  ous  urban  church  growth  conference.  (Martin  is  BP  news  editor.) 

'-T-  Baptist  church  leaders  from 

rm  VinJlmS  Malaysia,  Taiwan  Bangladesh  and  Report  incorrectly 

LFIA  UUdl  U.8  Indonesia  also  attended.  As  a  result  of  .  .  r  .  J 

the  conference,  several  Baptist  identifies  Hush 
(2)  All  members  of  Boards  of  Trus-  churches  in  Singapore  decided  to 
tees  should  be  individuals  who  believe  begin  extension  churches  in  un-  Last  week’s  report  of  toe  Committee 

wholeheartedly  in  the  program  of  reached  areas  of  toe  city-state.  on  Boards  for  the  Southern  Baptist 

Christian  higher  education  as  pro-  Convention  incorrectly  identified  Russ 

mo  ted  by  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  A  ,  -i  tfKrrQ  T'lVl  DJirtv  Bush  Jr.,  nominated  as  chairman  ol 
should  have  demonstrated  loyalty  to  ilUlUgiauil  the  Denominational  Calendar  Com 

or  support  of,  the  college  to  be  served .  -ii  f  .  mi ttee,  as  being  a  professor  at  South- 

......  Will  163.111X6  western  Seminary.  Instead,  Russ 

(3)  Nominees  should  be  college  Bush  Jr.,  is  a  retired  dentist  in  Colum- 

graduates  or  persons  of  demonstrated  "Th  p-.  U  o  ’o  VtonV  bia,  Miss. ,  and  a  former  president  ol 

intellectual  attainments,  and  should  L/CIlIldlll  &  UUlm  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 

have  gained  recognition  as  le  ders  in  P  K .  n..  His  son,  Russ  Bush  ni,  is  theprofessor 

their  professions  or  occupatit  p.  Publications  of  Brentwood,  at  Southwestern 

_  .  . , ;  t  .  Tenn.  has  released  the  latest  book 

written  by  Hardy  R.  Denham,  Jr.,  tn  cnnnfinr 

H  After  You’ve  Said  i*lVj  lO  ©UUIloUI 
“I  Do.”  it  is  the  .  $  x 

third  in  a  series  of  music  workshop 

books  on  marriage  * 

published  by  JM  The  Mississippi  College  Department 

Publications,  and  of  Music  will  sponsor  a  workshop  in 
deals  with  adjust-  church  music  on  Thursday,  June  9, 
ments  in  marriage,  through  Saturday,  June  1L  on  toe  Mis- 

Denham  is  cur-  sissippi  College  campus, 
rently  writing  a  This  workshop,  designed  especially 
Denham  book  on  marriage  for  the  part-time  director  in  the  smal- 
renewal  which  will  also  be  a  part  of  the  lor  church,  will  deal  with  such  varied 

series.  topics  as  choral  conducting,  solo  sing- 

After  You’ve  Said  “I  Do”  was  intro-  ing,  repertoire,  service  playing,  ac- 

•  duced  at  an  autograph  party  in  Newton  companying  and  general  administra- 

I  niPnCIVP  9*0  ort  Mfly  6  Another  autograph  party  tive  matters.  Private  instruction  in 

III  1191  VV  VrC8.l  V*  will  be  held  at  the  Magnolia  Bank  in  voice,  organ  and  piano  will  also  be 
Dedicated  to  strengthening  families  Clinton  on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  22,  available 

J  ,  .  ®  t  ,  ®  .1  t;r  from  2  until  4.  Persons  in  toe  Jackson  Tuition  for  this  workshop  is  $35, 

Directed  by  a  team  ot  family  Iite  area  are  invited  to  attend.  which  includes  a  sizable  packet  of 

specialists  Denham  is  president  of  Pulpit  Minis-  music  for  reading  sessions.  For 

tries,  Inc.  in  Newton.  He  is  engaged  in  further  information,  contact  toe  Mis- 

ii  .  .1  i  •]  j  a  ministry  erf  Bible  conferences,  revi-  sissippi  College  Music  Dept,  at  924- 

prODlemS  WltTl  CUlldrcn  •  vals  as  well  as  marriage  and  family  5131,  ext.  230. 

*-  conferences.  JM  Publications  is  also  - “ 

how  much  sions  to  make.  But  in  the  process,  they  publishing  a  commentary  on  First  The  hottest  places  in  hell  are  re- 
r  children  learn  that  they  are  respecter*  as  per-  Corinthians,  God’s  Wisdom— God’s  served  for  those  who,  in  a  period  of 
dag.  Some  sons  and  gain  some  insight  to  what  Way,  and  an  audio  tape  on  the  book,  moral  crisis,  maintain  their 
ision  mak-  goes  into  family  living  othef^Jian  get-  both  by  Denham.  neutrality.— Dante. 

Ike  money  ting  their  own  needs  met. 


Telephone  (901)  889-6139 
OR  • 

Church  Finance,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  2067 
Jackson,  Mias.  39208 
Telephone  (801)  048-1020 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Committee 
on  Nomina  tides  la  receiving  recom¬ 
mendations  for  membership  on  the 
boards  of  the  several  colleges,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  chairman,  John  McCall, 

Vicksburg. 

Recommendations  for  such  mem¬ 
berships  be  supported  by  de¬ 

tailed  information  as  indicated  on  per¬ 
sonal  data  forms  which  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations. 

All  recommendations  should  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations  not  later  than 
60  days  prior  to  the  national  conven-  less  than  four  pastors  for  each  college, 
tion.  The  chairman  this  year  is  John  (5)  Final  selections  should  provide  a 
McCall ,  retired  pastor  of  First  Baptist  broad  geographical  representation  on 


Ml*  itWy  sack  HIpHy  Mn%  MT*k» 

Nwpraft  Ctapriftaa 

W«Ww>  mi  (504)  I7VM26;  Attar  May  I  (Ml)  7M-1WS 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 


Church’  Vicksburg.  His  address  is  843  toe  board  of  each  college. 

Fort  Hill  Drive,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180.  (6)  Final  sections  should  provide  a 

Criteria  should  include  the  following  broad  spectrum  of  professional  and 
factors:  business  capability. 

(1)  All  nominees  for  the  position  of  (7)  Final  selections  should  l*  made 
trustee  of  a  Mississippi  Baptist  College  so  as  to  maintain  at  all  times  a  sub- 


•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Suaday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use.  _ 

EVERYTHING  FOR  HTIfniTITT 

the  school  HHhejEgiMMpAMl 

AND  CHURCH  ^E3|TjwB2»r 


Enrollment  now  available  at  65  or  over.  Guaranteed  renew¬ 
able.  Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  6  months. 

AT  LAST!  ■  A  policy  that  pays  1 00%  of  what  Medicare  does  net 
pay  for  hospital  and  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of 
the  area  for  doctors  in  hospital —  not  just  Medicare  allowable 
charges. 

■  NOW  only  ONE  Medicare  Supplement  needed  and  ONE 
claim  form  to  complete. 

■  Pays  100%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the  area  in 
doctor's  office,  clinic,  or  out  patient  after  $75.00  deductible. 

■  Also  pays  benefits  for  nurse  and  nursing  home. 

These  are  the  policy  benefits. 

(If  on  Medicaid,  do  not  reply) 

For  full  information  phone  956-3992 
or  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

P.O.  Box  18849,  Jackson,  MS  39206 

Name _ _  _  Age _ 

Street _ _ : - _{ _ _ : _ _ 

City  . - - - State  _ _ _ _ 

Phone - - - l _ Zip _ j _ 


ins.  Others  involve  uuogs  >•«  , 

awl  difitremt  atWei —  sheet  family  Often  young  adults  go  to  counselors 
i  jjrrnttne  She  says  we  shaeld  never  with  a  problem  and  remark,  "My  pa- 
l«t  them  know  we  have  poblenu.  I  say  rents  never  had  a  problem  like  this.” 

ihar*  some  things  with  The  fact  is  that  problems  in  the  paren- 
them  so  they  may  learn  frem  ns  how  tal  home  were  usually  hushed,  and 
•  deal  with  them  Who  is  right?  M.C.  there  was  never  any  modeling  of  how 

to  arrive  at  solutions. 

Christian  parents  do  not  tive  long  to¬ 
gether  before  there  is  some  adversity 
that  demands  leaning  heavily  upon  the 
grace  of  God.  By  faith  and  prgger  they 
see  the  Father  making  what  seems  to 
be  impossible  become  possible.  These 
experiences  should  be  shared  with 
children  and  youth  at  the  appropriate 
time.  They  need  to  learn  from  their 
parents  that  “We  don’t  have  o  cross 
Jordan  alone.” 

Address  inquiries  to  Intensi  e  Care, 
Baptist  Record,  Box  ttO,  Jad  ion,  MS 
tgfenTtbe  parents  have  final  deci-  SM05.  r"Ti, 


Seminary  graduation 
to  be  held  at  Mt.  Nebo 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  tension  centers  across  the  state, 
will  hold  its  40th  commencement  exer-  Richard  Brogan  is  president  of  Missis- 
rises  on  Friday,  May  27,  at  10  a.m.  at  sippi  Baptist  Seminary  and  Hickman 
Mt  Nebo  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  Johnson  is  dean  of  academic  affairs. 

The  commencement  speaker  will  be 
Landrum  P.  Leavell,  president  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Leavell  has  served  as  pastor  of  four 
churches  in  Mississippi  and  one  in 
Wichita  Falls,  Tex. 

The  seminary  will  award  academic 
degrees  and  certificates  to  49 
graduates,  seven  who  attended  the 
main  campus  in  Jackson  and  38  who' 
attended  one  of  the  seminary’s  25  ex- 


boto!  Children 
[  up  on  tensions 


whether  they  hear  a 
fh«y  may  wonder, 
bggetire.  Depending 
loiters  may  be  too 
4  fe  ,4m)  With  Vary 
the  family  council 

v - Wn  fakon  into 


Those  who  attended  studies  at  the 
main  campus  include  Mary  Jane 
Jones,  doctor  of  ministry  degree; 
Hosie  Phillips  and  George  L.  Rogers, 
master  of  theological  studies;  Eddie 
B.  Cryer  and  Henry  B.  Dotson,  Sr., 
bachelor  of  theology ;  Ella  Mae  Gilner, 
bachelor  of  religious  education;  and 
Mildred  Jones  Duckens,  certificate  in 
Biblical  studies. 


> 


/ 


19.5%  of  AA  goal 
received  by  May  j 

ATLANTA  ( BP  )_N *,*>»**„  anA  . 

half  percent  of  the  $25  million  to  become  P*8tor  of 

the  1983  Annie  Armstrong  Eastar  nf  R^  ^rland  Hills  Baptist  Church  in  Col- 
fering  for  Home  Missions  ifwMat  U*S!!’SC 

had  been  received  hv  muj^..  ’424,  ^  ww  staff  were  elected  to  fill 


Thursday,  May  If,  IMS 
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had  been  received  by  mid-Mav  ’  a/  - 

cording  to  Home  Mission  Board  FW  P081*10"5  M  associate  directors'ui  the 
dent  Williaftt  G.  Tanner  ^  ™?^?lonary  personnel  department. 

-  «  n  "  William  C.  Graham  will  assist  in  re- 

^ “*e  executive  cruiting  and  screening  missionary 
16  ?!Jr e  8  ^>oar<i  of  di-  candidates  in  the  eastern  United 
poted  receipts  are  running  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Is- 
»t,  ahead  of  the  same  period  lands  and  W.  Ronald  Holloway  will  fUl 
|  r  ^e  same  role  for  the  central  U  S. 

jecutive  committee  also  re-  ,  Graham,  pastor  of  Middletown  Rap- 
rws  of  the  resignations  of  two  <®urch,  Middletown,  R.I.,  since 
Iff  members.  Ramon  Mar-  4’  .  been  Psstor  of  churches  in 

(actor  of  ethnic  resource  cor-  W{fCJ!n8in’  Texas  Kentucky 
will  serve  as  ethnic  education  “ouoway  has  been  minister  of  edu- 

tor  for  the  Florida  Baptist  First  Baptist  Church,  Avon- 

pn  after  17  years  in  associa-  Estates-  Ga  since  1979  and  has 

I  the  HMB.  Jack  EUenburg  „  Tinis3f.r  of  education  posts  in 

t  director  in  missionary  dct-  .,®rida’  Oklahoma,  Texas  and 
.  , ,  ,  Alabama  during  the  past  25  years. 


Tanner,  speaking  to  the  executive 
committee  of  the  agency’s  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  poted  receipts  are  running 
19  per  *it  ahead  of  the  same  period 
last  ye  j  ,r 

The  tecutive  committee  also  re¬ 
ceived  fws  of  the  resignations  of  two 
HMB  !  tff  members.  Ramon  Mar¬ 
tinez,  <  Sector  of  ethnic  resource  cor¬ 
relation  will  serve  as  ethnic  education 
coorditator  for  the  Florida  Baptist 
Convemfon  after  17  years  in  associa¬ 
tion  wiRl  the  HMB.  Jack  EUenburg, 
associate  director  in  missionary  per- 


May  29:  a  triple  date 
for  Morrison  Heights 


Cl m ton S°wi I ?  cithr f»aPHSt  ,^kUrch’  Pledges  wiU  be  announced  at  the  filose 
Clinton,  will  celebrate  its  25th  an-  of  a  debt  retirement  campaign  ' 
mversary  on  Sunday,  May  29,  and  on  .  . 

the  same  date  will  celebrate  Pastor  Russell  M.McIntire  will  speak  at  the 

Kermit  D.  McGregor’s  fifth  anniver-  morning  service,  beginning  at  dfcjJM) 
sary  with  the  church  and  Victory _  i.m.  He  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Day,  in  which  “Together  We  Share”  Church,  Clinton,  when  that  church 

began  Morrison  Heights  as  a  mission 

Colonial  Heights  to  in  a  tent  25  years  ago ;  he  preached  the 
Igll  IO  first  sermon  delivered  at  the  mission, 

present  duo-pianists  Sunday  afternoon- Jan  *, 1958  «e  is 

n,  ^  now  pastor  of  Oak  Park  Baptist 

Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church  will  Church,  New  Orleans,  La. 

present  duo-pianists,  Stephen  Nielson  , 

and  Ovid  Young  in  concert,  Monday,  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary, 
May  23,  at  7  p.m.  This  concert  is  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
first  program  in  the  churches  1983  will  be  the  featured  speaker  for  the  af- 
concert  series.  The  other  concerts  are  temoon  service,  to  begin  at  12:45p.m. 

to  present  Bob  BaUey  on  July  7,  _  ...  ,  ,  ,  '  , 

Cynthia  Clawson  on  Sept.  1,  and  John  Fow ’  the  former  m,mste*»  of 

and  Viekijo  Witty  on  Nov  10  music  will  present  a  mim-concerj  at  1 

Nielson  and  Young  have  performed  P  m’  They  *re  Mike  Simondhux, 
as  soloists  throughout  the  United  forme.r  mi*slonary  to  Japanynow 
States.  Now  they  are  combining  their  ™lnlsffrnof  mu8‘c  Fl£,st. 
talents  for  this  tour.  Each  has  accom-  Church’  Pensacola'  Fla  i  »<*  Magee, 
pamed  the  singing  team  of  Hale  and  misslonary  leave  from  Colombia, 
Wilder.  now  minister  of  music  at  38th  Avenue 

There  wiU  be  an  admission  charge  of  GJlunjJ1>  Haj^esbur8;  R°b*rt  Spencer , 
$5.00  at  the  door.  Season  tickets  are  Tex;  and  Ro,and  Shaw’ 

available  for  $14.00,  for  the  four  con-  Hattiesburg 

ce£t  cJll^chs1  telephone  number  0ther  special  guests  will  include  L. 
is  95^5000.  J.  Gerald  Harris  is  pastor.  Gordon  Sensing.  Meridian,  who  was 
Don  Bennett  is  minister  of  music.  g*  first  acUng  pastor;  Charles  Gen¬ 
try,  Clinton,  pastor  from  1964  to  1977; 
Walter  Howard,  mayor  of  Clinton; 
Dale  Oden,  West  Monroe,  La.,  former 

fWrtSfcrt0^uc®tion;  “d  BiU  Wat¬ 
son,  First  Baptist,,  Lufkin,  Tex., 
former  minister  of  education.  . 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds. 

A  banquet  for  charter  members  will 
be  held  on  Sat,  May  28. 


_  .  .  .  try,  Clinton,  pastor  froi 

Kevival  results  Walter  Howard,  may 
iWa'Iftnola iWpYTl*  24-29 ;  Dale  O**  w?st  Monr< 

Jimmy  Anthony,  who  becam#tttihtaeiv1,lW¥torftf;***uc?**°n; 
of  the  church  Feb.  14,  evangelist;  ?on’  Baptist 
music  under  direction  of  Danny  and  °™ner  m,mster  of  edu 
Reba  Perkins  of  Calvary  Church,  D,™er  wl  be  s< 
Batesville;  Tommy  Anthony,  pianist;  grounds 
five  additions  by  letter ;  11  professions  a  banquet  for  chartei 
of  faith,  for  baptism.  be  held  on  Sat.  May  U 


8  Mississippians  are  graduated 
from  Southwestern  Seminary 


FORT  WORTH,  Tex. -Eight  stu¬ 
dents  with  Mississippi  ties  were  in  the 
75th  anniversary  graduating  class  of 
Southwestern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological 
Seminary  May  13. 

President  Rassell 
H.  Dilday  Jr.  con¬ 
ferred  degrees  on 
402  students.  Way- 
land  Baptist  Uni¬ 
versity  President 
David  L.  Jester  ad- 
Overton  dressed  the  group. 

Mississippi  graduates  are: 

Robert  Morris  Overton,  doctor  of 
ministry,  son  of  Mrs.  Edna  Harrison, 
Amory;  Charles  Duncan  Hampton, 
master  of  divinity,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clyde  Hampton,  Tupelo;  Patricia 


Cold  Springs  to  dedicate  auditorium 

Cold  Springs  Baptist  Church,  Collins,  will  have  a  dedication  service  for  its  new 
auditorium,  Sunday,  May  22,  at  2  p.m.  Jerry  Oswalt  pastor,  Second  Avenue  Baptist 
Church,  Laurel,  will  bring  the  dedication  message.  Other  guests  on  the  program  will 
be  L.  B.  Atchison,  director  of  missions  for  Covington /Jeff  Davis  Association;  Joe 
Ratcliff  and  James  Brister  of  Collins;  Russell  C.  Harris,  pastor. 

The  building  is  50  feet  x  82  feet,  and  has  382  seating  capacity.  During  the  two  years 
building  program  the  church  raised  $1 05,205.25.  In  order  to  get  in  the  building  at  this 
time,  the  church  borrowed  $10,000.00  to  complete  it.  "It  is  believed  by  the  Financial 
Committee  that  the  debt  will  be  paid  off  in  ten  months,  said  Harris. 


*' .  , 

Zl 


Hannaford  Day,  master  of  religious 
education,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leon  E.  Hannaford,  Sr.,  Senatobia; 
Rowe  Conwell  Holcomb,  master  of  r*, 
ligious  education,  son  of  Rowe  C.  Ho v 
comb,  Sr.,  Hazelhurst;  Walter  Wesley 
Pegues,  master  of  religious  education, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E. 
Pegues,  Tupelo;  Dayid  R.  Hadley  Jr., 
master  of  religious  education,  son  of 
David  R.  Hadley  Sr.  (mother  de¬ 
ceased),  Dunnelleon,  Fla.,  and  son-in- 
law  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  B.  Kyle, 
Jackson,  Miss.;  Roger  Dallas  Bear, 
master  of  divinity,  son-in-law  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Alldridge,  Grenada;  and  Mar¬ 
cus  Lee  Gibbs,  master  of  religious 
education,  son-in-law  of  Don  and 
Laura  Faulkner,  Lucedale,  and  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Farmer sdale,  Tex. 


Paula  Smith  has  accepted  the  posi¬ 
tion  as  minister  of  education  and  youth 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Flowood.  She 

Hgoes  from  North 
Carrollton  Baptist 
Church  and  is  the 
daughter  of  the  late 
W.  Martin  Smith,  a 
minister,  and  Mrs. 
Martin  Smith  of 
North  Carrollton. 
She  was  graduated 
from  Clarke  Col- 
Smith  lege,  William  Carey 
College,  and  Southwestern  Seminary. 
Marcus  Alexander  is  pastor  at  First, 
Flowood. 

Northminster  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  has  called  John  Allen 
Thomason  as  pastor.  He  will  move  to 
Mississippi  from 
the  pastorate  of 
Temple  Baptist 
Church,  Cham¬ 
paign,  Ill.  Thoma¬ 
son  was  born  in 
Corpus  Christi, 
Tex.  He  has  a  B.  A. 
degree  from  Baylor 
University  and 
Thomason  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky . ,  and  has  done  graduate 
study  at  Oxford  University,  Oxford, 


*  J.  Bryan  Brasington,  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  director  for  Western  South 
America,  underwent  five-bypass 
heart  surgery  April  28  at  Henrico  Doc¬ 
tors’  Hospital  in  Richmond,  Va.  Doc¬ 
tors  say  the  operation  went  smoothly 
and  that  Brasington  is  recuperating 
strongly.  Brasington  and  his  wife, 
Vickey,  were  appointed  missionaries 
to  Peru  in  1955.  He  was  named  to  his 
current  position  in  1975. 

Julian  Fagan  in,  formerly  an  attor¬ 
ney  in  Amory,  Miss.,  was  named  the 
top  graduate  in  the  school  of  theology 
during  annual  Awards  Day  at  South¬ 
western  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  Fagan,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fagan  Jr.,  Laurel, 
won  the  President’s  Merit  Scholar 
award  which  includes  $500  to  the  stu¬ 
dent  who  best  represents  the  traditions 
and  goals  of  the  seminary.  The  award 
is  based  on  Christian  commitment, 
personal  character  and  scholastic 
achievement. 

Fagan,  a  master  of  divinity  summer 
graduate,  also  won  the  Albert  Venting 
Jr.  Memorial  Award  on  the  basis  of 
selection  by  the  theology  faculty  as 
being  most  qualified  to  deliver  the 
class  address.  Fagan  is  a  1969 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  a  1973  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mississippi’s  law  school. 


England,  and  at  University  of  Chicago 
Divinity  School,  Chicago,  Ill. 

The  congregation  of  Northminster 
will  hold  a  special  ecumenical  service 
of  worship  at  the  church  on  Sunday, 
May  22,  at4  p.m.,  with  a  reception  fol¬ 
lowing,  to  welcome  their  new  pastor. 

George  Gerald  Aultman  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  pastorate  of  Immanuel 
Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  effective 
June  1.  For  the  past 
11  years  he  has  been 
pastor  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Baptist 

Church,  Brookha- 
ven.  He  is  presently 
serving  as  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board 
member,  from  Lin- 
Aultman  coin  Association. 
He  is  a  native  of  Sumrall,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Sumrall  High  School, 
Clarke  College,  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  and  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Ocean 
Springs,  has  called  Keith  Dempsey  as 
activities  director.  A  student  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  he  is  from  Oxford, 
Ala.,  and  attended  Jackson  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Alabama  and  MCatClinton. 


Danville  (Alcorn):  homecoming 
June  5,  morning  service  preached  by  a 
former  pastor  of  Danville  Church; 
pot-luck  dinner;  afternoon  gospel  sing¬ 
ing;  Ed  Alexander,  pastor. 

ML  Zion  Church,  Snell  community: 
nomecoming  was  held  May  15;  Hand, 
McMullen,  pastor  at  Stonewall,  spoke 
at  the  morning  service;  lunch  was 
served  at  noon;  gospel  sing  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  featured  the  Tri-Tones;  Fer¬ 
rell  Morris,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Lawrence):  homecoming; 
May  22;  James  Whittington,  speaker 
at  11  a.m.  service;  lunch  served  at  the 
church;  singing  in  the  afternoon;  John 
Hedgepeth,  pastor. 

Good  Hope  Church,  Rich  ton:  May 
29;  homecoming;  Billy  Murphy, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker;  song 
service  after  lunch  at  the  church. 

Heuck’s  Retreat  Baptist  Church, 
Brookhaven:  homecoming  day;  May 
29;  Bobby  Smith,  guest  speaker;  din¬ 
ner  to  be  served  at  noon  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  memorial  service  and 
cemetery  report  at  1:15  p.m.;  Bud 
Swindall,  pastor. 


Linwood  Church,  Philadelphia: 

homecoming;  May  29;  Sunday  School 
9:45;  morning  worship  at  11 ;  dinner  on 
the  ground;  special  program  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon. 

Indian  Springs  (Perry):  homecom¬ 
ing;  June  5;  Sunday  School  at  10; 
meaning  worship  at  10:45;  lunch  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall;  afternoon  song  service; 
Douglas  Rouse,  guest  speaker;  Terry 
Wajme  White,  pastor. 

Shady  Grove  (Copiah):  homecom¬ 
ing;  May  29;  Danny  M.  Watkins,  pas¬ 
tor;  lunch  at  the  church,  plus  morning 
and  afternoon  services. 

New  Zion,  Star  Route,  Braxton :  May 
22;  at  11  a.m.;  pastor,  Don  Nerren 
preaching;  dinner  on  the  ground;  af¬ 
ternoon  sing ;  offering  for  the  day  to  go 
toward  upkeep  of  cemetery. 

Thousands  killed 

by  drunk  drivers 

■ 

“Q :  How  many  Americans  are  killed 
every  year  in  drunk  driving  acci¬ 
dents? 


County  Line  (Copiah):  homecom¬ 
ing;  May  29;  Sunday  School  10  a.m-i 
morning  worship  at  11;  lynch  in  the 
fellowship  hall;  group  singing  in  the 
afternoon;  guest  speaker,  D.  W. 
Green;  pastor,  Robert  Mack. 

as  a  result  of  an  intoxicated  driver,  for 
an  annual  toll  of  more  than  26,000. 
Ironically,  stiff  punishment  is  rare. 
Drunk  drivers  in  New  York  paid  an 
average  fine  of  $12  in  I960.”— (Tropic 
Magazine,  The  Miami  Herald, 
1/31/82) 

\ 

East  Corinth  Church,  Corinth:  May 
15-20;  Ken  Bradley,  pastor,  Carey 
Chapel  Church,  Mt.  Pleasant,  preach¬ 
ing;  Charles  Dill,  pastor;  services  at 
7:30  nightly. 

Rienzi  Church  (Alcorn):  youth- 
centered  revival;  May  29-June  3; 
Randy  Bostick,  pastor,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Tishomingo,  preaching; 
Truman  Stockdale,  leading  music; 
Wiley  Gann,  pastor;  services  at  11 
a.m.  and 7  p.m.  Sun.;  7:30 p.m.  Mon.- 
Fri. 

First  Church,  EfCRtawnni  May 
22-25;  at  10:50  a.m.  and Tp  tq  $un.;  at 
7  each  evening,  Mon.-We4>;  Sam 
Wolfe,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  evangelist; 
Ray  Campbell,  pastor. 


Johit  Causey,  pfastor  of  First*  ChuFdf, ,ia 
Corinth,  recently  participated  in  a 
Bold  Mission  Preaching  Venture, 
along  with  10  other  preachers,  a 
layman,  and  two  wives.  The  group  left 
Jackson  for  Argentina  on  April  6.  In 
Argentina,  Causey  was  assigned  the 
San  Justo  church.  Missionary  Mark 
Alexander  served  as  his  interpreter. 
Causey  reports  12  first-time  decisions 
for  Christ  and  30  other  decisions,  10  for 
baptism.  First  Church,  Corinth,  pro¬ 
vided  the  funds  for  Causey’s  trip  out  of 
special  offerings. 


Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 

(Lowndes)  will  hold  Vacation  Bible 
School  May  30-Juno  $,  beginning  at  8 
a  m.  each  day.  Mike  Carroll,  minister 
of  youth,  reports  that  the  commence¬ 
ment  service  will  be  held  during  the 
evening  service,  June  5,  at  7  p.m.  Roy 
Hatokins  is  the  pastor. 

Corinth  Baptist  Church,  Jasper 
Cojuty.'hefd  a  gospel  sing  on  Sat,  May 
14,.  at  7>'m.'The  Abercrombies  were 
the  featured  singers.  Edd  Hollontan  is 
the  pastor. 

4*  il? 

Ebeneier  Baptist  Church,  Seaatohia 
wiU  hold  Vacation  Bible  School  May 
30- June  3  Preparation  Day  will  take 
place  May  28,  V:30  until  11:30  a.m,  A 
parade  will  follow  preparation  time. 
School  hours  will  be  from  8:30  until 
11;30  a.m.  for  boys  and  girls,  birth 
through  17.  Hours  for  the  Backyard 
Bible  Club  will  be  from  7  until  9  p.m., 
with  all  ages.  Parents  Night  will  be 
June  3  at  7  p.m.  Claude  Lazenby  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


PHALTI  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Jefferson  Davis  Association,  recently  held  a  recogni¬ 
tion  service.  MEN  TO  MATCH  MY  MOUNTAINS,  honoring  RAs.  Ten  young  men 
received  badges.  Mary  Ruth  Butler  is  the  RA  leader  and  Jim  Roberson  is  pastor. 

Community  Baptist  Church,  Laurel,  *  Tuscumbia  Church  (Alcorn)  re- 


Thirty-five  men  aad  women  from 
various  churches  in  Panels  Asseda- 
tiep  will  go  to  Billings,  Mont.,  this 
summer  on  a  volunteer  mission  trip 
The  men  will  do  construction  on  a 
dormitory  on  Yellowstone  Baptist  Col¬ 
lege  campus  and  the  women  will  teach 
badkyard  Bible  classes  in  various 
paA  of  the  city.  At  night  all  will  join 
area  churches  for  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vices. 


is  presenting  a  six-part  film  series  on 
“The  Family,  God’s  Pattern  for  Liv¬ 
ing,”  taught  by  John  MacArthur, 
pastor-teacher  of  Grace  Community 
Church  in  California.  The  series  began 
May  12  and  will  end  June  19,  each  Sun¬ 
day  night  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Commun¬ 
ity  Church,  3515  Audubon  Drive, 
Laurel.  Buster  Wilson,  pastor-teacher 
and  radio  minister  at  Community 
Church,  said,  “This  is  a  fresh  and 
stimulating  Bible  search  for  answers 
to  the  problem  in  today’s  families.” 


Tuscumbia  Church  (Alcoru)  re¬ 
cently  presented  its  pastor,  Pete 
Wooley,  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  in  ap¬ 
preciation  of  his  service  to  the  church. 

*  Hernando  Baptist  Church  is  plan¬ 
ning  for  four  full  days  of  Vacation 
Bible  School,  May  23-26,  plus  a  half  day 
(8  to  12  ajKL)  on  May  27,  featuring 
Bible  study,  crafts  and  activities. 
Hoyle  Peaqiagton  will  be  the  VBS  di¬ 
rector.  Tommy  Carpenter  is  director 
of  activities  and  W.  E.  Corkem  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


A.  J.  Pace,  pastor  of  East  Moss  Point 
Baptist  Church,  Moss  Point,  received 
a  doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from 
Luther  Rice  Semi¬ 
nary,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  on  Friday, 
May  6.  Com¬ 
mencement  exer¬ 
cises  were  held  at 
First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson¬ 
ville.  Robert  G. 
Witty,  chancellor  of 
Pace  Luther  Rice  Semi¬ 
nary,  was  the  commencement 
speaker.  Pace  began  his  tenth  year  of 
service  at  the  East  Moss  Point  Baptist 
Church  on  Sunday,  May  8.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Clarke  College,  Blue 
Mountain  College,  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  has  also  done  additional 
graduate  study  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  Murray,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Second  Baptist  Church,  Kos¬ 
ciusko,  celebrated  their  70th  wedding 
anniversary  on  May  3.  They  were 
married  May  3, 1913,  at  the  Fifteenth 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Meridian. 
They  lived  in  Tupelo  from  1914  to  1937 
and  were  members  of  Second  Baptist 
Church  where  Murray  served  as 
deacon,  Sunday  School  director,  and 
on  the  Building  Committee.  Mrs.  Mur¬ 
ray  was  a  Sunday  School  teacher. 

The  Murrays  moved  to  Kosciusko  in 
1937  and  joined  Second  Baptist 
Church.  In  this  church  he  has  served 
as  deacon,  Sunday  School  director, 
choir  member,  and  member  of  the 
Building  Committee.  He  has  also 
served  on  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Attala  Baptist  Association.  Mrs.  Mur¬ 
ray,  91,  is  still  teaching  the  Senior 
Ladies  Sunday  School  dass. 

Carlis  Braswell,  pastor  of  Second 
Baptist  Church,  had  a  special  recogni¬ 
tion  for  the  Murrays  in  the  morning 
service  on  May  1.  The  flowers  were 
placed  in  their  honor  in  the  sanctuary 
by  their  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  George  W.  Murray,  member  of 
Second  Baptist  Church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  (Irma  M.) 
Glover  of  Smackover,  Ark.  Mr*. 
Glover  is  a  1943  graduate  of  Missw- 
sippi  College.  Her  husband,MJld 
Glover,  is  a  1949  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College,  and  is  pastor  of  Maple 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Smackover, 
Ark. 


McBee  Baptist  Church  (Lowndes): 

June  26-29;  George  Myers,  evangelist; 
Allen  Landers,  pastor. 

Hernando  Baptist  Church :  youth-led 
revival;  June  5-8;  Phil  Glisson,' : 
evangelist;  music  led  by  Charles 
Ritchie;  services  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
Sun.;  7:30p.m.  Mon.-Wed.;  W.  E.  Cor-;  V 
kern,  pastor.  (There  will  be  guest 
musicians,  both  vocal  and  instrumen¬ 
tal,  testimonies,  and  a  soul  winning 
clinic. ) 

South  Corinth  Church,  Corinth :  May;  '  * 
30- June  3;  Mike  Burczynski,  pastor, 
Tate  Street  Church,  Corinth,  preach- ' : 
ing;  Tommy  Kelley,  pastor,  Canaan  ' 
Church,  Tippah  Association,  leading 
music;  Edward  Knox,  pastor;  ser¬ 
vices  at  7: 30  nightly. 
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The  Usrys 

Ruth  Sunday  School  clans  of 
Westwood  Baptist  Church,  Meridian, 
gave  a  reception  May  1  honoring  Pas¬ 
tor  and  Mrs.  Buford  Usry  on  their  40th 
wedding  anniversary.  The  Usrys  were 
presented  a  friendship  quilt,  and 
numerous  other  gifts. 

Paul  Baptist  Church,  Tallahatchie 
County,  along  with  Pastor  Joe  Young 
and  his  family,  recently  celebrated 
five  years  together  with  a  reception  in 
the  church  fellowship  hall.  The  date 
also  marked  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
Young’s  ordination  to  the  ministry  at 
Winston,  Mo.  He  had  previously 
served  as  an  education  and  youth 
worker  for  five  years. 

Almost  all  the  years  since  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  the  Arkansas  native  have 
been  spent  in  Tallahatchie  County, 
where  he  was  first  pastor  at  Cascilla, 
shortly  after  graduation  from  Mid¬ 
western  Baptist  Seminary,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Young’s  ministry  has  been 
built  around  lay  involvement  and 
training  of  laypersons  for  meaningful 
Christian  service.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Joanne  Adams  of  Charleston, 
and  the  father  of  a  daughter,  Jody  (4) 
and  a  son,  Joey  (1). 

Bill  Wible  was  presented  a  license  on 
April  17,  to  preach  the  gospel.  The  pre¬ 
sentation  was  made  by  Jimmy  D.  Gar¬ 
rard,  pastor  of  the 
Greens  Creek  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Petal. 
Wible  was  licensed 
at  Greens  Creek  in 
February,  when 
Ray  Grissett  was 
serving  there  as  in¬ 
terim  pastor.  Wible 
is  available  to  serve 
Wible  as  supply  pastor,  in¬ 

terim  pastor,  and/or  other  considera¬ 
tion.  He  may  be  contacted  atRt.  5,  Box 
18,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.  39401. 
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need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internattontlly  known  spaemkatt 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
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Charles  Dill,  pastor  of  East  Corinth 
Church,  Corinth,  recently  completed 
the  work  far  his  Doctor  of  Ministry  de¬ 
gree  from  Southern  Baptist  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies,  Marietta,  Ga. 
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“Children’s  TV  needs 
federal  guidelines” 


By  Greg  Waraer 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— Television 
programs  far  children  should  be  gov¬ 
erned  by  federal  guidelines  and  not  by 
me  law  of  supply  and  demand,  Jimmy 
R  Allen  told  the  Federal  Communica- 
tions  Commission  ( FCC)  ^pril  28. 

Allen,  president  of  tfeVSouthern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission,  spoke  at  a  public  hearing  of 
the  FCC,  which  is  once  agap  consider¬ 
ing  regulating  children ’if  television 
programming  and  adverting  prac¬ 
tices. 

The  FCC  first  took  up  dk  matter  in 
1971,  issuing  a  strongly  wa  ded  policy 
statement  three  years  la&/  that  said 
broadcasters  have  a  special  obligation 
to  serve  children.  An  FCC  task  force 
reported  in  1979  broadcasters  had  not 
complied  and  recommended  further 
action.  I 

But  recent  decisions  have  favored 
less  government  regulation  of  televi¬ 
sion  and  radio  content  and  more  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  marketplace.  FCC 
chairman  Mark  Fowler  has  stated  TV 
ratings  better  represent  the  public  in¬ 
terest  and  should  replace  the  FCC  as  a 
judge  of  program  content. 

i  ,ii 

Simpson  plans 
mission  day 
on  May  21 

Saturday,  May  21,  will  be  Mission 
Day  in  Simpson  Baptist  Association. 

A  G.A.  day  camp  will  begin  at  9  a, m. 
at  the  association’s  Pavilion,  for  GAs, 
ages  $-11.  There  will  be  mission  ac¬ 
tivities,  Bible  study,  and  recreation 
time.  “Each  girl  is  asked  to  bring  her 
lunch,  including  a  drink,”  said  H.  Glen 
Schilling,  director  of  missions. 

At  1:30  p.m.  there  will  be  a  mission 
inspiration  program  at  the  Association 
Center  for  all  ages.  The  program  will 
consist  of  singing,  special  music, 
greetings  from  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  state  Baptist  convention, 
and  greetings  from  Montana  shared 
by  Billy  Ferguson,  pastor  of  East 
Helena  Baptist  Mission.  Karl  Wallace, 
missionary  to -Peru,  will  be  guest 
speaker. 

Following  this  program,  a  mission 
fair  will  be  held.  Thirty  Baptist 
churches  will  display  information 
about  30  different  mission  fields.  “The 
public  is  invited  to  all  the  activities,’' 
said  Schilling.  i 


Bible  Book 


Allen  and  others  argued  children  are 
a  special  audience  that  has  little  voice 
in  the  economic  marketplace  or  in  the 
ratings  and  should  be  treated  sepa¬ 
rately.  “There  is  a  burden  on  chil¬ 
dren’s  programming  in  the  mar¬ 
ketplace  on  the  individual  program¬ 
mer  who  has  to  be  competitive  in  a 
place  where  this  kind  of  program  re¬ 
ally  won’t  make  money,’’  Allen  said. 

■  *  <C 

AU  three  television  networks  de¬ 
fended  their  performance  at  the  hear¬ 
ings.  CBS  representative  Roger  Colo'f 
said  his  company  had  made  a  “mea  - 
ingful  and  sincere  effort”  to  supp) 
quality  programs  for  children.  v* 

Fowler  asked  each  network  rep¬ 
resentative  if  he  felt  a  personal  obligtr 
tion  to  children  which  affected  hjfc 
programming  decisions.  Although 
conceding  broadcasters  have  a  special  -. 
obligation  to  serve  children,  the  net¬ 
work  representatives  were  reluctant 
to  describe  the  role  their  personal 
morality  played  in  programming  de¬ 
cisions.  ,, 

Fowler  said  while  he  was  personally 
concerned  about  children’s  programs, 
he  would  not  support  FCC  action  to , 
mandate  a  certain  amount  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  programming  on  TV  stations, 
since  that  could  force  other  needed 
programs  off  the  air. 

In  all,  20  people  testified  at  the  hear¬ 
ings,  including  educators,  psychol¬ 
ogists,  advertisers,  producers  and  sta¬ 
tion  owners.  The  FCC  has  not  set  a  date 
for  final  action. 

(Waraer  writes  for  the  Radio- 
Televiskm  Commission. ) 

Arlington  Heights 

will  celebrate  20th 

« 

Arlington  Heights  Baptist  Church, 
Pascagoula,  will  celebrate  its  20th  an¬ 
niversary  with  “Miracle  Day”  and 
Homecoming  on  May  29. 

Events  of  the  day  will  include  “din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds”  and  high  atten¬ 
dance,  in  Sunday  School.  Victory,  Hal4‘ 
lelujah,  and  Miracle  attendance  goals 
have  been  set.  Former  staff  member 
Randy  Von  Kanel,  pastor  of  Temple 
Church  in  Jackson  Association,  will 
preach  in  the  morning  service. 

Music  will  be  directed  by  Noel 
Jacobs  in  the  morning  and  Lamar  Cal¬ 
lahan  in  the  evening.  Both  are  former 
ministers  of  music  at  Arlington. 
Others  will  take  part  in  the  praise  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  evening.  Recorded  greet¬ 
ings  from  former  pastors  will  be 
played  in  the  services.  Howard  Taylor 
is  pastor. 


- 1 - Devotional - — 

Why  all  the  trials? 

By  Linda  Mattox,  Rienzi 

These  things  l  have  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace.  In  the 
world  ye  shall  have  tribulation  but  be  of  good  cheer  ;  I  have  overcome  the  world 
(John  16:33). 

Have  you  ever  f  eltthat  you  might  be  just  a  little  kin  to  Job?  Although  most  of  us 
have  never  fully  been  put  to  the  test  as  Job  was,  can  we  not  identify  somewhat 
with  his  feelings  of  anguish  and  helplessness9 

Nowhere  in  God’s  Word  can  the  Christian  find  a  promise  of 
escape  from  the  trying  circumstances  of  this  life.  In  fact,  just 
the  opposite  is  stated  in  John  16 : 33  by  Jesus.  He  tells  us  that  as 
long  as  we  live  in  this  world  trials  will  surely  come  our  way. 

But  why  all  the  trials,  Lord?  Have  most  of  us  not  been  guilty 
of  asking  this  question? 

It  is  when  pressures  surround  us,  friends  reject  us,  persecu¬ 
tion  in  its  many  forms  begins  to  come  our  way,  and  our  own 
little  world  begins  to  crumble  that  our  faith-in  God  is  put  to  the 
real  test.  This  is  what  separates  the  true  believer  from  the  rest 
Mattox  of  the  world.  In  II  Corinthians  4:1, 16,  we  find  that  true  believ¬ 
ers  do  not  faint  under  the  trials  of  faith. 

The  trials  of  this  life  actually  bring  glory  to  the  Christian.  As  we  survive  each 
testplaced  before  us,  we  become  a  little  stronger  in  our  faith.  Each  time  we  win  a 
victory,  it  brings  us  just  a  little  closer  to  becoming  more  like  Christ.  And  the  more 
Christ-like  we  become,  the  more  we  please  God. 

Our  faith  may  become  strained  at  times,  but  we  are  promised  in  Romans  8 : 28 
that  “all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God.”  We  are  not 
promised  that  all  that  we  encounter  in  this  life  will  be  good.  But  God  can  take  an 
unpleasant  situation  and  bring  good  to  pass  from  it. 

Jesus  promises  to  give  us  peace  if  we  follow  him  and  remain  steadfast.  If  you 
are  facing  the  refining  fire  of  trials,  then  be  of  good  courage.  God  will  help  you 
win  the  victory  if  you  will  only  trust  him. 

(Liada  Mattox,  vocational  counselor  at  Biggersville  High  School,  is  a  member 
of  Union  Baptist  Church,  Corinth,  Mss. ) 

Bailey  Smith  says  church 
construction  snags  over 
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World  Christianity  is 
becoming  Baptistificated 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  <BP)- 
Construction  of  the  “largest  Southern 
Baptist  auditorium  in  the  world”  has 
begun  at  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church  of  Del  City. 

Bailey  Smith,  pastor  of  the  15,539- 
member  congregation  and  immediate 
past  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  has  told  church  members 
that  a  new  site  for  a  proposed  7,000- 
seat  auditorium  has  been  secured  and 
construction  is  underway. 

The  church  has  been  involved  in  a 
controversy  for  seven  months  con¬ 
cerning  a  previously  announced  site. 
The  U.S.  Air  Force  objected  to  that 
site,  saying  the  church  would  be  built 
6,700  feet  from  the  end  of  the  Tinker 
Air  Force  Base  alternate  runway. 
Others,  including  the  Oklahoma  City 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  joined  in  ob¬ 
jecting  to  the  church  locating  on  the 
site. 

-  Smith  told  Baptist  Press  the  matter 
was  resolved  when  “13  area  financial 
institutions  went  together  and  made 
arrangements”  for  the  church  to  re¬ 
cover  part  of  its  loss  on  the  original  site 
and  provided  an  alternate  83  acre  par¬ 
cel  of  land  as  a  construction  site. 


The  pastor  admitted  the  arrange¬ 
ment  “is  complicated"  and  said  the 
church's  chairman  of  deacons  and  at¬ 
torney,  Jim  Lee,  had  worked  it  out 
with  the  assistance  of  Oklahoma  City 
Chamber  President  Edward  H.  Cook. 

Cook  told  Baptist  Press:  “We  really 
worked  kind  of  a  miracle.  The  Air 
Force  came  down  hard  against  the 
church  building  there.  The  church  had 
to  go  somewhere  else.  The  financial 
institutions  found  a  means  whereby 
the  loss  could  be  made  up.  Some  are 
actually  donating  money;  others  are 
working  different  methods.  They 
found  an  individual  who  would  donate 
the  new  site.” 

In  his  pastor's  column  of  April  13 
Smith  told  the  church  members:  “We 
now  have  a  beautiful  location.  We  have 
80  acres  paid  for,  $2  million  to  be  paid 
to  us  over  a  period  of  years  plus  our 
property  here  (current  church  build¬ 
ing)  and  the  (disputed)  property  to 
sell.” 

Smith  said  the  church  will  continue 
to  be  First  Southern  Baptist  Church, 
even  though  the  new  building  site  is 
wholly  within  the  Oklahoma  City 
limits.  “We  will  be  only  a  mile  and  400 
yards  outside  Del  City,”  he  said. 


Uniform 
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Secession  of  northern  kingdom  On  trial  in  Jerusalem 


By  Joe  H.  Tuten,  pastor, 
Calvary,  Jackson 
I  Kings  11:41  - 14:26 

It  may  be  helpful  at  this  piont  to  re¬ 
view  briefly  the  history  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel, 
from  the  time  of  their  settlement  in  the 
land  of  Canaan.  After  the  land  was  set¬ 
tled  under  the  leadership  of  Joshua 
and  Caleb,  there  was  a  long  period  of 
approximately  300  years  when  various 
judges  provided  leadership  for  the  dif¬ 
ferent  tribes. 

The  Bible  says,  “In  those  days  there 
was  no  king  in  Israel ;  every  man  did 
that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes” 
(Judges  21:25).  Samuel  was  the  last  of 
the  judges.  When  he  became  old,  the 
people  insisted  upon  having  a  king 
“that  we  also  may  be  like  all  nations’ 
(I  Samuel  8:20).  The  Bible  interprets 
this  determination  to  have  a  king  as  a 
rejection  not  of  Samuel  and  his  sons 
but  of  Jehovah  God  (I  Samuel  8:4-9). 

With  God’s  permission  and  under 
God’s  direction,  Samuel  anointed 
Saul ,  a  man  of  Benjamin,  the  first  king 
of  the  nation  ( I  Samuel ,  Chapters  9  and 
10).  Saul  was  never  able  to  solidify  his 
leadership  and  rule  over  the  twelve 
tribes  because  he  relied  upon  his  own 
charisma  and  did  not  trust  in  God. 

God  instructed  Samuel  to  anoint 
young  David,  from  Bethlehem,  the  son 
of  Jesse,  as  King  (I  Samuel  16:6-13). 
David  became  king  over  all  twelve 
tribes  and  ruled  40  years,  from  1012 
B.C.  until  972  B.C. 

Solomon  became  King  and  ruled 
forty  years,  from  972  B.C.  until  933 
B.C.  He  built  the  Temple  and  made  the 
nation  rich,  but  he  did  not  build  the 
spiritual  foundation  of  life.  Secularism 
prevailed;  government  became  bur¬ 
densome  to  the  people;  the  worship  of 
pagan  gods  was  encouraged  from  the 
capitol  by  Solomon  and  his  many 
foreign  wives;  the  redeeming  God  was 
treated  not  as  the  only  true  and  living 
God  but  as  one  among  many  gods. 
With  all  of  Solomon’s  massive  building 
program,  much  with  forced  labor,  he 
had  built  upon  the  sand. 

Solomon’s  death  (I  Kings  11:4)43). 
Solomon  died  after  a  reign  of  forty 
years.  The  history  of  his  reign,  includ¬ 
ing  his  wisdom  which  the  Bible  in  no 
way  disputes,  was  recorded  in  a  book 
named  “the  acts  of  Solomon.’’  Sol¬ 
omon’s  fragic  mistake  was  that  he 
served  God  half-heartedly  and  “went 
not  fully  after  Jehovah,  as  did  David 
his  father”  tl  Kings  11 :6)  Hedied,  and 
Rehoboam,  his  son,  ascended  to  the 
throne  in  Jerusalem. 

Rehoboam  *s  foolish  decision  (I 

Kings  12:1-15).  Almost  as  soon  as  Sol¬ 
omon  died  the  prophecy  of  Ahijah  the 


Shilonite  began  to  progress  toward  ful-  y  r  ,  „rvTn_ff’  P“tor’ 
fillment  (See  I  Kings  H:26  40».j 

Jeroboam  returned  from  Egypt  where  p*.,.:.,  M  ^  ... 

he  had  fled  from  the  threat  of  Solomon 

Jerusalem,  the  site  of  much  of  So<-j  ito  discipleship  is  a  call  to  bear  the 
omon’s  building  program,  especially  cross.  No  one  knew  that  better  than 
for  his  foreign  wives,  was  located  in  Paul-  At  the  time  of  his  conversion, 
Judah.  People  from  the  other  tribes  Paul  was  told  by  Jesus  that  he  would 
had  been  compelled  to  leave  their  suf  fa-  much  for  his  Lord  (Acts  9: 16).  It 
families  to  go  to  Jerusalem  and  build  *s  precisely  this  kind  of  person,  one 
the  palaces  for  the  luxurious  comfort  w^°  *s  willing  to  remain  utterly  faith- 
and  pleasure  of  Solomon’s  wives.  It  ful  no  matter  what  the  cost,  thatChrist 
was  cruel  despotism  deeply  resented  \  needed  then  and  needs  today, 
by  a  democratic-minded  people.  God  had  richly  blessed  Paul’s  mis- 
Jeroboam  challenged  this  cruel  de-  sionary  activities  among  the  Gentiles 
spotism.  Rehoboam 's  foolish  decision  *n  Galatia,  Asia,  Macedonia,  and 
was  to  threaten  an  oppressed  people  Achaia.  During  his  Asian  ministry 
with  greater  oppression  ( Kings  12 ;  12-  -  Paul  became  deeply  impressed  with  a 
14).  It  did  not  work.  The  oppressed  desire  to  go  to  the  very  heart  of  the 
people  had  nothing  to  lose.  j  I  ^  empire,  Rome  itself,  and  preach  the 

■  :  j  gospel  (Acts  19:21)  and  from  there  to 

Jeroboam’s  successful  revolt  (I  continue  westward  to  work  in  Spain 
Kings  12:16-24).  Remember.  David  j  (Rom.  15: 24).  However,  God  led  him  to 
had  ruled  first  over  the  tribe  of  Judah  '  want  to  visit  Jerusalem  one  last  time. 
(Judah  and  Benjamin  counted  as  onje)  £  His  heart’s  desire  was  still  that  the 
for  seven  years  (1012  B.C.  until  If 03  p-Jews  there  would  wholeheartedly  ac- 
B.C.)  before  the  other  ten  tribes  f ej-  ^5  cept  Jesus  as  Messiah, 
quested  that  he  become  their  king  also  ,  .  _  ,  .. _ , _ .  .  .  _  , 


“To  your  tents,  O  Israel”  (Kings 
12: 16)  was  the  battle  cry  of  revolt.  The 
ten  northern  tribes  broke  away  after 
being  a  part  of  the  united  kingdom  ap1 
proximately  73  years.  When  Re¬ 
hoboam  tried  to  continue  his  forc  ed 
labor  policies  the  people  stonfed 
Adoram  The  ten  northern  tribes  made 
Jeroboam  their  King.  The  new  north* 
ern  kingdom,  usually  called  Isratkj 
would  continue  210  years  until  de 
stroyed  by  the  Assyrians  in  722  B.C. 
The  southern  kingdom,  usually  called 
Judah,  would  continue  346  years  un  til 
destroyed  by  the  Babylonians  in  S$7 
B.C.  j|f|. 

Jeroboam  establishes  rival  worship 
centers  ( I  Kings  12 :25-33 ).  Jeroboam fa  j 
motive  in  establishing  rival  worship 
centers  was  a  political  one.  He  wanted 
to  woo  the  people  away  from 
Jerusalem,  the  established  capital. 

Prophet  predicts  Bettes  destruc 
tiou  <1  Kings  13:1-16).  ;'}■ 


The  prophet  meets  disaster  for  dis¬ 
obeying  God  (I  Kings  13:11-34).  This  is 
one  of  the  most  fascinating  stories  in 
the  Bible.  The  bottom  line  ofthe  story 
is  that  the  messenger  of  God  better  get 
his  message  directly  from  God  and  not 
from  a  secondary  source.  And  fje 
people  who  hear  him  will  do  well^o 
encourage  him  to  speak  God’s  mesj-ii 
sage  without  their  interference 
otherwise,  he  will  not  be  worth  listen¬ 
ing  to. 

Ahijah  rightly  prophesies  Godls 
judgment  on  Jeroboam’s  boose  (i 
Kings  14:1-26). 


I.  Paul  was  determined  to  be  faithful 

(26:1-21:15) 

Paul  decided  to  take  several  Gentile 
friends  with  him  to  Jerusalem  (20:4). 
In  spite  of  the  prejudice  towards  Gen¬ 
tiles  even  among  Christian  Jews  Paul 
wanted  them  to  be  seen  as  “living 
proof”  of  the  grace  of  God.  Still  quite 
Jewish  himself,  he  wanted  to  arrive  at 
Jerusalem  before  the  feast  of  Pente¬ 
cost  (20: 16). 

He  was  determined  to  be  faithful  in 
following  God’s  will  no  matter  how 
costly  that  might  be  to  him.  He  was 
willing  to  pay  the  price  even  though  it 
meant  personal  dangers  (20:22-24), 
the  separation  from  loved  ones  (20:25, 
37,  38)  and  the  agonizing  concern  it 
brought  his  friends  (21:4,  10-12).  He 
knew  full  well  what  awaited  him,  but 
he  said,  “I  am  ready  not  only  to  be 
bound  but  also  to  die  at  Jerusalem  for 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus”  (21 : 13). 

II.  Paul  seized  every  opportunity  to  be 

faithful  (21:1632:26). 

Paul  and  his  companions  were  wel¬ 
comed  at  Jerusalem  by  James,  Jesus’ 
brother,  and  the  leaders  of  the  church. 
They  rejoiced  at  Paul's  report  of  the 
successful  work  among  the  Gentiles 
but  tactfully  pointed  out  to  Paul  that 
there  were  “many  thousands”  of 
Jewish  believers  in  Jerusalem,  and 
these  were  “all  zealous  of  the  law’’ 
(21:16-20). 

There  were  rumors  among  the 
Jerusalem  Christians  that  Paul  was 
teaching  Jews  outside  Palestine  to 
give  up  following  the  law.  James, 
eager  that  Paul  put  these  rumors  to 
test,  offered  a  very  practical  solution. 


Four  members  of  the  Jerusalem 
church  had  taken  a  Nazar ite  vow .  Paul 
could  join  them  in  shaving  the  head 
and  spending  a  week  in  the  temple  in 
ceremonial  deansing.  Then  all  would 
know  he  still  followed  the  law  (21:22- 
24).  Paul  agreed  and  joined  these  four 
men  (21:26). 

As  the  week  was  coming  to  a  dose, 
Asian  Jews  recognized  Paul  and 
started  a  riot  by  accusing  him  of  tak¬ 
ing  a  Gentile  into  the  court  of  Israel 
(21:27-30).  Paul  was  rescued  by  the 
Roman  soldiers.  Before  he  was  led 
away,  however,  he  preached  to  the 
angry  mobs  (21:40-22:21).  Paul  gave 
the  simple  testimony  of  his  experience 
on  the  Damascus  road  and  how  Jesus 
had  saved  him.  Paul  faithfully  seized 
every  opportunity,  no  matter  how  un¬ 
favorable,  to  bear  witness  of  Christ. 

HI.  Paul  was  faithful  no  matter  how 
severe  the  trial  (22:36-23:16) 

Learning  Paul  was  a  Roman  citizen 
and  wanting  to  get  to  the  heart  of  the 
trouble,  the  Roman  tribune,  Claudius 
Lysias,  ordered  the  Jewish  leaders, 
the  Sanhedrin,  to  assemble  and 
brought  Paul  before  them.  Ananias 
was  then  the  high  priest. 

Paul  addressed  the  Sanhedrin  as 
“brothers.”  Ananias  ordered  a  guard 
to  hit  him  in  the  mouth.  Paul  then  rec¬ 
ognized  that  the  Sanhedrin  was  com¬ 
posed  of  the  two  Jewish  sects,  the  Sad- 
ducees  and  the  Pharisees.  The  worldly 
Sadducees  did  not  believe  in  the  resur¬ 
rection  or  in  the  spirit  world.  Paul 
said,  “I  am  a  Pharisee”  (23:6).  He  did 
not  say  he  “had  been”  a  Pharisee  but 
that  he  was  presently  a  Pharisee.  In 
that  Pharisees  believed  in  the  resur¬ 
rection,  in  following  God’s  word 
closely,  and  in  seeking  purily,  Paul 
was  still  a  Pharisee.  He  had  found  that 
purity,  however,  in  Christ,  not  keeping 
the  law. 

He  pointed  out  that  he  was  actually 
on  trial  fa*  proclaiming  the  resurrec¬ 
tion.  The  Pharisees  immediately  sided 
for  him,  saying,  “We  find  no  evil  in  this 
man  ”( 23 : 9) .  A  general  riot  then  broke 
out  and  the  Roman  soldiers  rushed  in 
to  rescue  Paul  once  more.  Again  Paul 
had  been  faithful  to  witness.  No  doubt 
he  had  intended  to  bring  out  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus  but  was  cut  short 

Undoubtedly  everything  seemed 
quite  dark  to  Paul.  In  prison  it  seemed 
all  hope  of  ever  preaching  Christ  in 
Rome  was  now  dashed.  However,  the 
next  night  Jesus  gave  him  another  vi¬ 
sion.  The  Lord  came  and  stood  by  him 
and  assured  him  that  as  he  had  witnes¬ 
sed  there  in  Jerusalem  so  would  he 
witness  in  Rome  (23:11).  During  the 
darkest  trials  Christ  comes  to  stand  by 
us  with  his  assurance. 


By  Norman  Jameson 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)-World 
Christianity  is  becoming  increasingly 
“Baptistificated”  according  to  one  of 
America’s  best  known  modern  church 
historians. 

Martin  Marty,  professor  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  modem  Christianity  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago,  delivered  two  ad¬ 
dresses  at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Worth,  as  part  of  the  seminary’s 
75th  anniversary  observance. 

He  told  an  audience  of  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity  religion  faculty  and  South¬ 
western  Seminary’s  theological  fa¬ 
culty  that  the  Baptist  form  of  Christ¬ 
ianity  which  emphasizes  persuasion 
and  decision  is  gaining  popularity  over 
the  “catholic”  form  of  nurture,  that 
“Christian  children  spring  from  the 
loins  of  Christian  parents.” 

Marty,  associate  editor  of  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Century,  editor  of  the  newsletter 
Context  and  coeditor  of  Church  His¬ 
tory,  proved  his  claims  he  is  an  “un¬ 
abashed  Baptist  watcher”  by  addres¬ 
sing  several  topics  which  have  em¬ 
broiled  Baptists  in  recent  years. 

He  said  he  had  never  seen  an  argu¬ 
ment  over  the  authority  of  the  Bible 
that  was  not  an  attempt  to  use  it  as  a 
weapon  against  other  members  of  the 
church. 

On  school  prayer,  Marty  explained 
that  to  have  authority,  one  must  be 
under  authority.  He  said  Baptist 
strength  comes  from  leaning  on  God, 
which  is  why  he  was  so  bemused  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  pas¬ 
sage  last  summer  of  a  resolution  af¬ 
firming  a  constitutional  amendment 
supporting  school  prayer.  “Southern 
Baptists’  school  prayer  resolution 
leads  us  away  from  the  power  of  God  to 
the  power  of  government  to  dictate  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  work.” 
Baptist  tradition  is  typed  as  the 


“church  of  the  disinherited,”  he  said. 
It  is  a  creation  of  “people  people”  and 
“folk  folk”  who  had  the  “unimpaired 
imagination”  and  “vehement  force  of 
need’  ’  to  show  where  the  power  in  soci¬ 
ety  was  missing  the  sources  of  need. 

Real  power  comes  through  weak¬ 
ness,  he  said,  because  “God  works  on 
us  when  he  sees  our  power  gone.  Even 
our  strongest  institutions  are  so  frail .’  ’ 

“The  power  of  being  an  outsider 
meant  you  had  no  resource  to  fall  on 
except  the  divine  resource,”  Marty 
said.  Early  Baptists  did  not  have  the 
burden  of  keeping  the  culture  going. 

Baptists  no  longer  are  outsiders  in 
most  of  America’s  southland.  They 
have  become  the  religion  of  the  culture 
in  the  areas  of  their  strength.  Marty 
said  that  does  not  mean  Baptists  or 
Southwestern  should  go  back  to  being 
smaller,  or  retreating  from  their  role 
of  strength.  But  he  urged  the  leader¬ 
ship  to  “keep  the  perception  that  sim¬ 
ple  people  had  in  chartering  this  place 
(Southwestern).” 

(Jameson  writes  for  SWBTS.) 

Off  the  Record 

Executive:  “Where  is  my  pencil?” 

Secretary:  “Behind  your  ear.” 

Executive:  “Come,  come.  I’m  a 
busy  man.  Which  ear?” 

For  the  third  straight  time,  the  little 
boy  brought  home  a  terrible  report 
card.  After  reading  it  with  a  shudder, 
the  lad’s  father  signed  it  with  an  “X.” 

“Why  did  you  do  that?”  the  boy 
asked. 

“I  don’t  want  the  teacher  to  think 
that  anyone  with  marks  like  that  has  a 
father  who  can  read  and  write,”  the 
father  replied. 


209  Washington  pastors, 
deacons,  and  wives  gather 


Washington  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  had  a  successful  Pastor/ 
Deacon/ Wivps  Conference  on  May  3, 
at  Second  Baptist  Church,  Greenville. 

There  were  209  at  the  conference, 
representing  17  of  the  21  churches  in 
the  association.  The  church  with  the 
largest  number  present  was  First 
Baptist  Church,  Greenville,  with  52, 
reports  Roy  D.  Raddin,  director  of 
missions. 

The  theme  of  the  conference,  “Mov¬ 
ing  from  Maintenance  to  Ministry," 
was  presented  in  •  general  worship 
period.  > 


Life  and  Work 


Four  simultaneous  conferences  in¬ 
cluded: 

Pastors— The  Pastor’s  Role  in  De¬ 
veloping  Deacons;  Deacons— Deacons 
Involved  in  Pastoral  Ministries;  Pas¬ 
tor/Deacon  Relationships;  Pastors’ 
Wives— Needs  of  the  Deacons’  Role; 
The  Wife’s  Supporting  Role;  Deacons’ 
Wives— Needs  of  the  Deacons’s  Role; 
The  Wife’s  Supporting  Role. 

Conference  leaders  were:  Carl 
Saveli,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Martin,  and 
Mrs.  ’Wilda  Fancher.  The  evening 
meal  was  a  pot  luck  covered  dish  sup¬ 
per. 


Invitation  to  life 


By  Beverly  V.  Tinnin,  pastor. 
First,  Meridian 
Isaiah  55:1-11 

The  loftiest  peak  among  the  tower¬ 
ing  ranges  of  the  Old  Testament  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  that  scripture  passage 
which  contains  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments.  Israel  placed  the  tablets  of 
stone  upon  which  they  were  first  en¬ 
graved  in  the  ark  of  the  covenant.  This 
repository  was  so  holy  that  even  to 
touch  it  was  to  die.  Central  in  Judaism 
was  the  Torah’s  instruction  as  to  how  a 
man  should  live  in  relationships  with 
God  and  his  own  peers. 

In  the  New  Testament,  the 
“Everest”  among  all  the  great  mate¬ 
rial  is  the  “Sermon  on  the  Mount.” 
Jesus  had  declared  that  his  disciples’ 
righteousness  must  exceed  that  of  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees.  His  code,  as 
contained  in  the  Beatitudes,  explained 
the  content  of  true  happiness.  Among 
the  cluster  of  gems  is  the  pearl,  “Bles¬ 
sed  are  ye  that  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness”  (Mt.  5:6).  Hie  passage 
of  Isaiah  from  which  Jesus  borrowed 
this  thought  constitutes  our  lesson  for 
today. 

Spiritual  water  and  food  (Vv!  1,2) 

Three  times  in  verse  one  the  word 
“come”  appears.  This  involves  an  act 
of  volition  by  a  moral  being,  rather 
than  that  of  a  robot.  The  choice  to 
make  is  either  to  come  or  turn  aside. 
We  might  imagine  that  Zacchews  was 
the  epitome  of  the  self-assured,  suc¬ 
cessful  man.  His  highly  lucrative  bus¬ 
iness  afforded  him  a  rich  standard  of 
living.  Jesus  saw  the  small  of  stature 
man  as  miserable  and  in  desperate 
need  of  a  saviour.  At  his  invitation, 
Zaecheus  acceded  and  brought  Jesus 
to  his  home,  changing  his  life.  He  pub¬ 
licly  announced  that  he  would  make 
restitution  to  all  he  had  wronged. 

The  need  that  Jesus  saw  men  as  hav¬ 
ing  was  for  that  which  he  described  as 
water.  (Many  times  and  in  many 
places  water  has  been  of  far  more 
value  than  oil  or  any  other  luxury.  In 
Kuwait  recently  water  was  selling  for 
660.00  a  barrel.)  He  furnished  the  in¬ 
spiration  for  the  song  of  recent  years, 
“The  best  things  in  life  are  free.” 
Many  cannot  buy  sunlight,  air,  the 
ocean,  forgiveness,  love,  eUj.  The 
prophet  points  out  that  extravagances 
do  not  result  in  the  truly  great  gifts 

As  Jesus  pointed  out  to  the  “woman 
at  the  well,”  he  would  supply  water 
that  would  eternally  satisfy.  His  gift 
would  result  in  a  well  within  that  was 
never  ending.  How  sad  to  see  people 
squandering  all  for  that  which  could 
never  satisfy.  Isaiah  points  to  the 
bread  and  water  that  does,  and  en¬ 
courages  Israel  to  “eat  and  live.” 


The  covenant  with  the  patriarchs 

(Vv.  3-5) 

The  covenant  God  made  with  Abram 
was  renewed  with  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Joseph,  and  Moses.  In  David’s  day  it 
was  expanded  to  include  his  lineage  as 
that  which  would  bless  all  nations.  In 
latter  days  the  people  in  captivity 
wondered  if  God  had  forsaken  his 
pledge  to  David. 

Isaiah  prophesied  that  the  purpose 
of  God  in  no  way  would  be  defeated. 
His  promises  would  come  true.  The 
“holy  one  of  Israel”  would  come  from 
the  seed  of  David.  His  coming  would  be 
met  by  the  nations  which  would  turn  to 
him.  His  mission,  though  bitterly  con¬ 
tested,  would  come  to  a  successful 
fruition. 

Seek  ye  the  Lord  (Vv.  6-9) 

Years  after  Isaiah  penned  these 
words,  we  hear  John  the  Baptist  ver¬ 
balizing  them,  ‘  ‘The  Kingdom  of  God  is 
at  hand.”  It  would  take  a  positive 
move  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  benefits  of  the  kingoom 
As  in  the  case  of  Agrippa  who  said, 
moved  by  the  preaching  of  Paul,  “Al¬ 
most  thou  persuaded  me  to  be  a  Christ¬ 
ian.”  But  as  the  hymn  has  it: 

“ Almost  cannot  avail, 

Almost  is  but  to  fail, 

Sad,  sad  that  bitter  wail 
Almost  but  lost.” 

Perhaps  the  meaning  of  verse  seven 
was  that  the  people  in  captivity  were 
unwilling  to  leave  their  riches  in  Baby¬ 
lon  in  order  to  gain  the  true  riches  of 
God.  The  meaning  of  repent  is  “turn¬ 
ing  away  from”  and  “turning  toGod.” 
The  marvelous,  unbelievable  mercy  of 
God  as  shown  to  David  when  the 
prophet  Nathan  led  him  to  repent  of  his 
sins  would  be  experienced  by  them. 
The  penalty  of  their  sin  would  be  re¬ 
moved  “as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the 
west.”  They  oftly  needed  to  “turn  to 
God”  to  receive  his  mercy. 

One  thing  the  prophet  makes  clear  is 
the  fact  our  thoughts  are  not  the 
Lord’s.  Our  motives  are  mixed  while 
his  are  pure.  Our  commitments  are 
qual  if  ied ,  while  God’s  is  complete.  Our 
devotion  is  partial  at  best  while  his  was 
total  all  the  way  to  the  cross.  The  good 
thing  is  we  don’t  have  to  understand 
God,  we  only  need  to  accept  him. 

His  Word  is  IMe  (Vv.  10,  11) 

In  nature  the  prophet  explains  how 
God  cares  for  the  necessities  of  life.  He 
sends  rain  to  soften  the  soil,  to  germi¬ 
nate  the  seeds,  to  make  growth  take 
place,  and  insures  the  harvest.  His 
word  accomplishes  this  in  the  spiritual 
realm.  When'  it  is  sown,  it  enters  the 
heart,  is  nourished  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  results  in  a  witness  that  is  true  and 
fruitful. 


i 


